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  Characteristics :  Feminine, Cardinal, Earth 

  
House Rulership :  Tenth House 

  
Planetary Ruler :  Saturn 
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How to identify Saturn in artwork?  

Unlike Jupiter, who is represented over and over in art, Saturn is harder to find.   
But, here is what to look for to spot him: 

·  Saturn, known as Father Time, and is often an old man. 
·  Additional, he will often be near a sun dial or will be holding an hour glass to represent the 

passing of time. 
·  Since the passage of time is written in our history, he will often be revealing truth (a glowing 

angelic figure that he reveals by pulling back a cover). 
·  Again, related to the pass of time, he will be represented as taking part, in some way, to record 

history. 
·  Since Saturn is also the Reaper, he will be typically holding a flint sickle (or an angelic figure 

nearby will be holding the sickle).  
·  Saturn often has giant, dark wings. 

Fresco of Saturn in Garmisch-Partenkirchen, Germany  

  
Here we see Saturn with a sundial, hour glass and sickle.   

I particularly enjoy the the shadow effects that give this smiling Saturn a bit of a dark overtone. 
Here, Saturn also has wings. 
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Versailles Ceiling Fresco of Saturn  

     
Here we see an ominous, old man Saturn with dark wings and a sickle.   
Time is represented by the ruins or ravages of time that take their toll. 

  
Versailles Chateau Fresco of Saturn (and many other s) 

 
Here we see Saturn and his powerful playmates!  Another, particularly ominous Saturn with dark wings 

and a bit of an an angry look.  Hopefully, he likes what he sees lest he lay waste to it and have it 
crumble under his heavy weight. 
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On December 22, 2010, the Sun moves into Capricorn, signaling the time when the days are short and 
the energy of the Sun is at its lowest ebb for the year (in the northern hemisphere).  The ruler of 
Capricorn is Saturn, who is known as the Lord of Time and of Karma.  Together, Capricorn and Saturn 
want us to be aware of time, our use of time, and the path to our own individual expression of 
maturity.  Personally, I feel that Saturn is perhaps the most important planet to become friends with and I 
consider him to be my "Uncle Saturn" and my most trusted advisor in the heavens.   
  
As we explore Capricorn and Saturn, let us begin by returning to the preceding sign of 
Sagittarius.  Sagittarius is a fire sign, which inspires us with a vision of our future, of what might be in our 
future.  Sagittarius asks us to take our gaze and look out toward the horizon (just like Jupiter's Eagle), 
perhaps even beyond and to embody the fiery emotions of enthusiasm and optimism.   
  
Yet, Sagittarius is also a mutable sign, a sign of shifting goals and priorities, which gives it the tendency 
to be a complicated sign.   Just because Sagittarius brings a vision, it does not mean the vision will 
become reality.  The mutable side of Sagittarius makes it possible, if not even easy, to lose track of our 
visions and inspiration.  This is the reason that astrologers sometimes note that "Jupiter always 
promises, but often does not deliver". 
  
This brings us to Capricorn, which has a completely different perspective.  Capricorn can be cool or 
warm, but never fiery.  Capricorn asks us to change the point of our gaze from the future to the past.  In 
the progression of the zodiac, Capricorn asks us to assess the degree to which our vision has become 
reality.  As an earth sign, Capricorn appears simpler, seeming to be concerned with what has been 
"delivered", what we can see and touch in the "real world". 
  
In the natural zodiac, Sagittarius and Capricorn take their places on either side of the Midheaven. 
Sagittarius and the 9th house lead us to Capricorn and the 10th house.  These two signs and houses 
work together to build a major part of our identity, through our career and our place and status in society 
that the Midheaven represents.  The astrological symbols of Jupiter, the ruler of Sagittarius, and Saturn, 
the ruler of Capricorn, provide an image to clarify their different, yet complimentary perspectives.   
  

  

 
Both Jupiter and Saturn are founded on a cross, the cross of matter and reality.  What is different is the 
placement of the crescent.  For Jupiter, the crescent descends from the heavens and sits atop the cross 
of matter.  Thus, Jupiter and Sagittarius are connected to the vision and inspiration that comes from the 
heavens.  For Saturn, the crescent descends from the cross and into the earth, into a physical form and 
shaping the reality of our lives.  When they work together, Jupiter's vision becomes S aturn's reality, 
and we achieve real success.     
  
How can we determine if these two energies are working together in our individual lives?  This question 
brings us to return to the connection between Capricorn and Saturn.  The depiction of Saturn in art 
provides a wonderful way to understand and work with both Saturn and Capricorn.  
Saturn is often depicted with two symbols, the flint sickle and the hour glass.  The flint sickle mirrors the 
descending energy of Saturn's astrological symbol and reflects the Moon and the feminine energy of 
Capricorn.   
  
At their core, Saturn and Capricorn are feminine, nurturing energies.  Naturally, the hour glass identifies 
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Saturn's interest in time.  Thus, the connection between time and the reality of our lives are at the heart 
of Saturn and Capricorn.  Because it is fixed on the present and the past, Capricorn returns to the asking 
of questions, to reflect on both what you have accomplished and where you stand at this moment in 
time.   
  
So, as the Sun moves through Capricorn, it is a time of reflection, of asking questions.  Consider taking 
a bit of time to slow down and reflect on the year that has passed.  In Bavaria, it is the tradition during 
this the time of year to relax with a cup of warm spiced wine, known as Gluhwein.  Whatever is your 
winter tradition, consider sitting back, relaxing and taking stock of past year.   
  
Here are a few of my favorite questions to share in my conversations with "Uncle Saturn": 
  

·          Are my plans a reflection of my personal path and my own truth?  
·          Am I making progress toward my goals and experiencing success? 
·          If not, what changes do I need to make to my plans or efforts to help me be more effective? 

  
I noted earlier that I have worked to make Saturn my friend and advisor.  Earlier in my life, Saturn taught 
me some very tough lessons so that I could understand how to work with him.   "Uncle Saturn" does not 
need to be a "bad" guy.  If you consider the following thoughts, you can use this time when the Sun is in 
Capricorn to develop a friendship with him: 
  

·          Clarify your vision:  Saturn wants what is right for you as an individual.  He wants you to work 
on your priorities, on bringing your inspirations into reality.   
  
·          Review your plan :  Saturn does not care what you do today or tomorrow, he is interested in 
what you do over time.  Be prepared to move forward one day at a time and not to worry about "five 
years from now".   
  
·          Accept and embrace the truth :  Saturn wants us to acknowledge the reality of our 
life.  Recognizing our current status is a key step to taking action in the year ahead  

  
When you make friends with Saturn, his acknowledgement of your efforts comes along with the gift of 
the freedom from fear.  This is a particularly powerful gift that holds a great deal of encouragement.  In 
this season of Capricorn, my wish is that you might take new steps toward becoming friends with "Uncle 
Saturn"! 
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Klio is both one of the nine muses of creativity in myth and a minor asteroid in astrology.  She is the 
muse of history and is often depicted with a parchment scroll or book.  Klio reflects one of the 
connections in myth and astrology between Jupiter and Saturn.  Since she is the daughter of Jupiter with 
Mnemosyne (the goddess of memory), she represents the connection between Jupiter's vision of the 
future and Mnemosyne's memory of the past.  Given the connection to memory (and the passage ot 
fime), it is natural that she would be depicted in art with Saturn.    
  
Klio also represents the idea that only through history can one be 
"made famous".  Thus, when kings wanted to have their fame 
chiseled into stone, Klio and Saturn are often found together.   
  
I found a beautiful example of this connection in the gardens at the 
courtyard of Versailles, outside of Paris, France.  Klio is inscribing the 
image of King Louis XIV of France, the "Sun King", into history and 
memory.  The god Saturn kneels at her feet, providing her a table on 
which to write.  When depicted in this manner, Saturn is essentially 
authorizing the recording as truth.   
  
In a birth chart, when Klio makes a close connection with planet, the 
individual has a natural passion for understanding history and the 
past, sometimes making history the core of their career or simply a 
hobby and passion.   
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