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A New Chapter 
 
 
 
Thank you for your patience as this newsletter reaches you many weeks after the Fall Equinox 
has passed.  The reason for the delay is that I have relocated The Traveler’s Well from 
Minneapolis, Minnesota to Fairfield, Iowa.  Yes, you read that correctly!  I now live in Iowa!  As 
you can imagine, this has been an incredible transformation.   
 
Due to my relocation, this newsletter is not only arriving late, but will contain fewer articles.  In 
this edition, I will share some of the background regarding my relocation, tell you a bit about 
Fairfield and explain the move from the perspective of the astrology transits and astrology of 
location.   
 
Then, I will explore the solar eclipse that occurred on September 11, 2007.  As you know, if your 
chart is aspected by an eclipse, your life can be energized for several months following the 
eclipse.  So, I will explain the messages contained in this eclipse and provide an example of a 
person whose life was energized by the eclipse. 
 
I do hope that this newsletter reaches you in strong health as you enjoy the spirited, yet chilly 
months ahead! 
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A New Chapter 
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One of the most important reasons that people chose to relocate is to actively embrace times of 
change and transformation in their lives.  Such was definitely the case for us as we made this 
quite sudden move to Fairfield, Iowa.  Yes, you read that correctly.  We are now living in a small 
Iowa town with a population of just under 10,000.   
 
Since my work as an astrologer combines embracing the soul’s intention and identifying 
supportive locations, I have consistently been asked two questions about my move.  Why move 
to Fairfield, Iowa?  Why move now? 
 
 
Fairfield, Iowa From An Astrology Of Location Persp ective  
 
Fairfield has about 5,000 native Iowans and 5,000 people from all over the world who meditate 
daily for world peace.  In the late seventies, the Maharishi Mahesh Yogi purchased a bankrupt 
college in Fairfield (Parson’s College) and established the Maharishi University of Management.  
Because of this, many of these transplants have now lived here for over 30 years and 
established businesses, introduced yoga and international cuisine, incorporated their own city 
(Vedic City, Iowa), etc.  While I am in the yogic tradition of Swami Rama of the Himalayas, 
because of the influence of the Maharishi and the people who have moved here, Fairfield 
provides us with an extremely affordable mix of nature, culture, progressive ideas, a community 
with an environmental focus and eastern tradition.   
 
Exploring this move from the perspective of astrology of location reveals interesting insights.  
First, my natal chart has Venus, Uranus, and Mars all conjunct the Ascendant, with Mars and 
Venus as co-rulers of my 10th house.  In Minneapolis, the dominant energy was my 
Astro*Carto*Graphy (A*C*G) Mars Ascendant, or an instinctual desire to take action (Mars 
Ascendant) to develop my career (ruler of Midheaven).  By moving 280 miles south to Fairfield, I 
am now directly on my A*C*G Uranus Ascendant line (in the 1st house of my relocated chart).  
Uranus is the planetary ruler of astrology.  Also, this energy promotes personal transformation 
and energizes an instinctual and unique expression of my work as an astrologer. 
 
Second, Tammy was born and raised just 80 miles east of Fairfield and her Geodetic Jupiter IC 
is directly over her birth location.  Therefore, Fairfield shares this energy, as did Minneapolis.  
However, Fairfield brings the additional quality of her Local Space Venus line, which passes 
directly through Fairfield.  Together, these two energies reflect both a wonderful place to make a 
home (Jupiter IC) and to get in touch with her inner values and personal vibration (Venus). 
 
Third, Fairfield is a great location to build The Traveler’s Well.  Like Minneapolis, Fairfield shares 
my Geodetic Jupiter and Moon Descendant lines, promoting success through working with and 
nurturing a diversity of others.  The additional positive energy at Fairfield is an A*C*G latitudinal 
paran of Jupiter and Saturn.  A latitudinal paran is the degree of latitude of a crossing of two 
planets.  The combination of Jupiter with Saturn provides the opportunity to expand my career in 
a forward looking manner (Jupiter) in a practical and realistic manner (Saturn). 
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A New Chapter… (Continued) 
 
 
 
 
Why Move Now?  
 
As most of you know, I want most to live in Europe, specifically Munich, Germany.  However, 
with the dollar becoming weaker almost by the day, we decided that a move to Europe at this 
stage was not prudent for us.  This is a reminder that Saturn has consistently provided us.  For 
me, transiting Saturn was conjunct my natal Pluto during this move.  And, yes, there were 
sweeping changes.  During this time of important and significant change for us, at least for now, 
this sweeping change can be more 
effectively embraced in Fairfield than in 
Minneapolis.   
 
I noted above that an important reason to 
relocate is to consciously embrace 
change.  One of the important reasons for 
this move is that Tammy will be sharing 
her skills with The Traveler’s Well on a full 
time basis.  The September eclipse, which 
will be explored later in this newsletter, had 
a powerful and culminating effect for her.  
We have been looking for the right time to 
make a change, but it was a series of 
events that began in 1997 and culminated 
this summer that   encouraged us to “take 
the next exit” and get off the freeway and 
embrace change. 
 
 
The Road Goes Ever On and On  
 
We don’t know how long we will remain here, but we are truly thrilled that we broke the energy 
of our comfort patterns and moved on.  We have lived in many locations, and each one was an 
important location for us, providing inspiration and expansion in our life.  Truly, the road goes 
ever on and on …   
 
 
 

 
�
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Fall Transit Spotlight: 
Virgo Solar Eclipse oppose transiting Uranus 

�
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For this newsletter, I will explore the September 11, 2007 solar eclipse, which took place at 18 
Virgo 25 and was opposed by transiting Uranus at 16 Pisces 38.  The energy initiated by this 
solar eclipse, combined with the explosive power of Uranus, make this a unique astrological 
event that can have a powerful effect on many, if not all, of us! 
 
Solar Eclipses In General  
 
The archetypal quality of a solar eclipse is to energize the birth chart, which commands our 
attention and focuses our efforts.  When important events in life coincide with a solar eclipse, 
those events serve as a signal for us to embrace our life’s journey more fully.  Sometimes, a 
solar eclipse brings energy and excitement and initiates change that we have been 
unconsciously anticipating.  At other times, a solar eclipse can trigger a crisis.  When crisis 
occurs, it serves to mandate that we give some aspect of life the attention we have not 
previously provided or perhaps even consciously avoided.   
 
The house the solar eclipse occurs in identifies the area of life that is being energized.  If the 
solar eclipse occurs in your 2nd house, then issues connected to your values, resources and 
money will be energized.  For example, your income and financial resources may change, up or 
down, initiating a reassessment of your values and approach to money.  Since a solar eclipse 
occurs in everyone’s chart in one house or another, it will energize some aspect of everyone’s 
life.   
 
However, a solar eclipse is felt most strongly when it is conjunct or opposed a natal planet, the 
Ascendant and Descendant, or the Midheaven and IC.  When exploring any birth chart, certain 
planets, including the North or South Nodes of the Moon, are identified as being closely 
connected to the core themes for the individual’s journey in life.  When a solar eclipse energizes 
one of these important points in the birth chart, the solar eclipse often signals an important 
turning point in life.  These times point to either the beginning or the end of a cycle or phase of 
some aspect of life.   
 
It is important to note that, while beginnings and endings may appear to be one in the same, 
their differences can be correlated to the balsamic and new phase.  In the context of a life, when 
a cycle of life is coming to the end (balsamic phase), it is the ending that needs to be dealt with 
and something must be released and culminated.  In this case, the cycle that will begin may not 
yet be clear, but will become clear over time as existing circumstances of life are released and 
the new cycle is given the time, and room, to develop.  However, when a new cycle is beginning 
(new phase), an awareness that something new is beginning is the predominant feeling.  In this 
case, the new beginning has a quality of excitement for an exploration of the new phase.   
 
If we were writing a manuscript of your life, an important solar eclipse might be expressed as the 
ending of one chapter or the beginning of a new chapter of your life.  At these critical times, we 
often embark on a new path and change the direction of life. 
 



�

/����5 �4������
�
���&''(�
 

 
Fall Transit Spotlight… (Continued) 

 
Uranus Opposition  
 
The energy of a solar eclipse is strengthened when it is connected to other important transits.  
This particular solar eclipse was opposed by transiting Uranus as shown in the chart below. 
 
 

Uranus, the “Great Awakener”, is known for initiating powerful and unexpected events that 
shake us up and challenge the existing foundations and circumstances of our life.  A Uranus 
transit brings with it events that demand we accept the need for change so that we may live a 
more authentic life.  Uranus wants us to accept, embrace and integrate what is most unique 
about ourselves in our daily life.  As a result, Uranus transits demand we release aspects of life 
that have become overly rigid and embrace life in a way that is free from the external 
expectations of our family, friends and society.  Uranus transits are not about turning each of us 
into a revolutionary or a rebel, but to make the important and personally meaningful changes in 
our life so that we can live in a more authentic and fulfilling manner.      
 
Combined, the solar eclipse and the Uranus opposition serve to bring significant, transformative 
energy into our lives. 
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Fall Transit Spotlight… (Continued) 
 
 
 
Who – Me?  
 
Those who will feel the most impact from this solar eclipse are individuals whose natal chart is 
directly aspected via a conjunction or opposition.  Individuals with important and sensitive points 
in their birth chart conjunct or oppose the solar eclipse within 5 degrees will be most impacted.  
So, look at your chart for important planets or chart angles at roughly 13 to 23 degrees of Virgo 
and / or Pisces. 
 
While any birth chart can have a sensitive point affected by this eclipse, the following periods of 
time are examples of birth times when a large number of individuals will have sensitive points 
from 13 to 23 degrees of Virgo and / or Pisces: 
 
1. Individuals born in the years 1964 to 1967 have a conjunction of Uranus and Pluto at roughly 

17 Virgo. 
2. The transiting Nodes have been at the same degrees as this eclipse during the following 

time frames: 
 
 
 

START DATE END DATE 

January 1923 June 1923 

June 1932 November 1932 

September 1941 February 1942 

January 1951 June 1951 

May 1960 October 1960 

July 1969 January 1970 

December 1978 May 1979 

May 1988 October 1988 
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Fall Transit Spotlight… (Continued) 
 
 
Solar Eclipses As A Compass On Your Journey  
 
I find that transits and solar eclipses can best be understood as functioning like a compass.  The 
quality of the circumstances and events in our life during these times provide important signals 
about the path we are on.  Like a compass, analyzing the circumstances and events of our life in 
the light of important transits can tell us if we are following our own path, or “True North”, in life 
or if we have somehow wandered onto the wrong path.   
 
Together, the solar eclipse in Virgo opposed by transiting Uranus in Pisces combine to bring 
significant, transformative energy into our lives.  Since the energizing effect of a solar eclipse 
can remain for several months after the event, take time to make note of the quality of recent 
events in your life and the messages they contain.   
 
Here are some questions to consider: 
 

·  Where do the solar eclipse and transiting Uranus fall in your chart?   

·  Do they connect with an important planet or angle?   

·  Have recent events triggered a state of crisis?   

·  Have events energized your intention to embrace important changes that you have been 
waiting for the right time to act on?     

·  Is one chapter of your life coming to an end, or are you on the first page of a new one? 
 
 
Awareness of the correlation between the changing circumstances in life and important transits 
(including solar eclipses) is one of the most important tools that astrology has to offer.  Be sure 
to take the time to take stock of your life.  Once you are aware of your circumstances and the 
messages contained in your transits, you will begin to understand that you have the capacity to 
become the architect of your own life.  You have the capacity to build your future in a way that 
brings your inner dreams into reality.   
 
Sometimes individuals ask me if they have “missed their chance” with an important transit.  It is 
helpful to note that the energy of a solar eclipse is often felt from the period just prior to the 
actual eclipse to 6 months after the eclipse takes place.  So, the energy of this solar eclipse can 
be felt from the summer of 2007 into early 2008.  In this case, transiting Uranus will continue to 
energize the point of this eclipse through the end of 2008.  This means that there is plenty of 
time over the next year to gain awareness of the energies awakened and the need to make 
change in order to embrace a more authentic life.   
 

Embrace the journey!  Start a new chapter!   Enjoy the liberation! 
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Gordon Brown: 

Awakening to his Destiny as Prime Minister of Engla nd�
�
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How does someone suddenly find themselves in one of the most important leadership roles in 
the world?  Is there such a thing as a turning point, a moment of destiny?  Gordon Brown, Great 
Britain’s new Prime Minister, provides an excellent example of how understanding the key 
messages in the blueprint of an individual’s birth chart and the lessons contained in the solar 
eclipses and transits reveal both the timing and content of such a moment of destiny. 
 
 
Gordon Brown’s Background  
 
Prior to becoming Prime Minister on June 27, 2007, Brown 
had served as England’s Chancellor of the Exchequer.  In 
this role, Brown was the British Cabinet minister and was 
responsible for managing the British economy, one of the 
most important positions in British government.  Brown 
was also Prime Minister Tony Blair’s political partner for 
over 10 years.  Their foundation of their relationship was 
formed in 1994, when they struck a gentleman’s 
agreement to support their mutual and individual political 
ambitions.  In the first part of their 1994 agreement, Brown 
agreed to support Blair for Prime Minister.  In May of 1997, 
Blair moved into 10 Downing Street, the historic home and 
office of Britain’s Prime Minister.  On that same day, 
Brown took his place as the Chancellor of the Exchequer, 
serving Great Britain and the Prime Minister.   
 
The second half of the gentleman’s agreement was that Blair would step down and support 
Brown for Prime Minister.  Yet, Blair appeared to hang onto his position longer than anyone 
expected.  Brown would end up serving as Chancellor of the Exchequer for over ten years.  This 
made him Britain’s longest serving Chancellor since Nicholas Vansittart in the early 19th century 
over 190 years ago.  Gradually, pressure grew for Blair to step down and he ultimately 
announced his intentions on September 7, 2006.  Yet, Blair would withhold his formal 
endorsement of Gordon Brown to succeed him as Prime Minister until May of 2007.  Why did 
Blair hang on so long?  What was the energy of the moment that ultimately resulted in Brown’s 
ascent to power?  We will look at this timing from the perspective of how an important 
progression, along with two key eclipses and the transit of Uranus, impacted Gordon Brown’s 
birth chart.   
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Gordon Brown….  (Continued) 

 
 
 
Solar Eclipse Conjunct Natal North Node – Becoming Chancellor of the Exchequer  
 
Brown became Chancellor of the Exchequer in May 1997, just two months after the March 1997 
solar eclipse conjuncted his natal North Node see chart below.   
 

�
 

The North Node indicates the path to our highest destiny in this life and it identifies the pinnacle 
of what we are working to embrace and build in this lifetime.  Important transits and 
progressions to the North Node often reflect important developments leading an individual to 
their highest destiny on the journey of life.  Thus, the conjunction of the solar eclipse with 
Brown’s natal North Node indicates an energizing (solar eclipse) of his highest destiny (North 
Node).  Rising to one of Britain’s most important positions at this time suggests that he had 
taken an important step toward achieving his ultimate destiny. 
 
At the same time, however, transiting Saturn was crossing his natal Ascendant, suggesting that 
this role would be one that would not be easy to throw off. 
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Gordon Brown….  (Continued) 
 
 
The Solar Eclipse of September 11, 2007 – Becoming Prime Minister  
 
After almost ten years as Chancellor of the Exchequer, Brown’s progressed Moon opposed his 
natal Sun in late April 2007.  A progressed full Moon is a time of illumination, recognition and 
harvesting based on one’s past efforts.   
 
Two weeks later, on May 11, 2007, Tony Blair honored his part in their 1994 gentleman’s 
agreement by giving his open support to Brown for Prime Minister.  Brown became Prime 
Minister on June 27, 2007, ascending to the highest position that a Briton could attain (short of 
becoming King or Queen).   

 
This turn of events points us to the astrological events of September 2007, when the solar 
eclipse was conjunct Brown’s South Node and transiting Uranus was conjunct his North Node 
(see chart above).  The solar eclipse identified the ending of his existing role as Chancellor of 
the Exchequer, while transiting Uranus conjunct natal North Node brought the demand for 
radical and transformative change in embracing his highest potential and destiny.  In becoming 
Prime Minister, his role and status had truly been transformed and he had at least outwardly 
achieved his highest potential.   
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Gordon Brown….  (Continued) 
 
Becoming The Architect of His Destiny  
 
While Brown’s professional and social status were radically transformed on becoming Prime 
Minister, there was no guarantee that Brown’s personal capacities would be changed.   Yet, the 
combination of the solar eclipse and transiting Uranus identify a unique opportunity to bring an 
end to one chapter of life, and the manner in which he had previously acted, to start a new 
chapter with an awareness of new potentials that were waiting to be developed and expressed.  
Brown now had the potential to embrace a radically new (Uranus) sense of self, ego and 
egocentric awareness (North Node) to match his new position as Prime Minister.    
 
Soon after his term as Prime Minister had begun, the British press noted a “new and improved” 
Gordon Brown.  On September 23, 2007, the British newspaper the Financial Times wrote that, 
while Brown had been known as a “control freak” and for having a “domineering style”, Brown 
had accepted the need for a different approach.  The Times noted that he had seemed to have 
displayed “a hitherto little known trait: self-awareness” and that this awareness allowed him to 
“confront his weaknesses and transform them into strengths”.   
 
The ultimate outcome of his efforts as Prime Minister will be determined over the years to come.  
However, Gordon Brown’s ascent to the leadership of Great Britain and his efforts for self-
transformation are an exceptional example of embracing the solar eclipse and transiting Uranus 
and his highest potential and destiny!  
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The Signs of Fall

Libra
Stone Relief from the

Octagonal Hall in Rome, Italy

Scorpio
Stone Relief from the

Octagonal Hall in Rome, Italy

Sagittarius
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