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Dear Friends, Springtime is yielding to Summer as the days lengthen and the
breeze warms. | hope this update finds you well and ready to soak in the light
and life giving warmth of the Sun! Today, | wanted to share some thoughts about
the upcoming eclipses.

Typically, eclipses come in pairs with one solar eclipse being paired with one
lunar eclipse. In any given year, it is typical to have two eclipse pairs over the
course of the year. However, between June 1, 2011 and July 1, 2011, we will
experience a relatively unusual combination of three eclipses sandwiched
between the Gemini New Moon and the Cancer New Moon.

Thus, in 31 days we will experience three eclipses: two solar (partial) and
one lunar (full), which should cause a great deal o  f astrological excitement.

Here are the dates and degrees of the eclipses that will energize the summer:

Solar Eclipse at 11 Gemini - June 1, 2011

Lunar Eclipse at 24 Gemini & Sagittarius 24 - June 15, 2011

Solar Eclipse at 9 Cancer - July 1, 2011

Since these three eclipses are separated by only 28 degrees, they will provide a powerful burst of energy focused in a
small area of your birth chart. Thus, the place these eclipses fall in your birth chart will be powerfully energized during
the upcoming month plus one day. On a personal level, eclipses are most powerful when they align with an angle of
your birth chart or make strong aspects to planets.

So, how can we work with these three eclipses and learn from the messages they provide?



A Focused Burst of Energy - Energize or Awaken

The burst of energy that is at the heart of each eclipse serves to focus our attention and actions on the themes that are
emerging, that have emerged, or are waiting to emerge in the birth chart seeking expression in our daily life.

Wherever these three eclipses occur in your chart, they play a particular role in the unfolding of the themes contained in
your birth chart. That role is to bring a rush of energy into your chart that sends us one of two messages:

First, eclipses energize our efforts so that we are motivated to take action to further our goals and
aspirations. Thus, eclipses provide a powerful opportunity to focus our attention and action so that we can take
the next step on our path to further our goals and aspirations. If you feel the passion to take action, this is the
time to do it!

The train is running smoothly and is ready to move forward on the next stage of the
journey. This is particularly true if we are walking on the path of our dharma in life - if we are

moving in harmony with the purpose and intention of our birth chart.

Second, eclipses awaken us to our true path by introducing a form of crisis. If the house or planet affected
by the eclipse has been ignored or denied in our daily life, an eclipse is likely to remind us of our lack of action
by triggering a crisis. While the crisis is often revealed to us in external events and circumstances, the cause of
the crisis is generally in our personal control.

The train has derailed in some way and needs to get back on track before you can move
forward. So, if you experience a crisis connected to the house(s) or planet(s) the eclipses
impact, take time to look for the connection between the area of your chart where the eclipse

occurs and ask what you can do to resolve the crisis and get life back in your groove.



Eclipses Energize a Window of Opportunity

One of unique aspects of eclipses is that each eclipse energizes your chart for about 6 months. So, as experiences
unfold after each of these eclipses, you can take advantage of their energizing power by embracing the transits that
support the intention of the eclipse over the next 6 months. So, basically, you have the opportunity to work on the
eclipses of June and July for the rest of 2011!

If you have an opportunity energized by these eclipses, keep the efforts moving for the rest of the year. Allow the
momentum to build and move you further along on your path - a great stride forward.

Alternatively, as is often the case when a crisis occurs, we feel like we are taking a big step backward. While this may
be true, if we use this time to reflect and understand the message of the crisis or what we need to tend to in our life, we
can take this one step back, but also make nice progress in the right direction. So, if you experience a crisis, use this
time as a wake-up call that has three steps:

First, reflect on what occurred. Direct your attention to the process of exploring what is not working. Be
kind to yourself and be honest.

Were relationships, finances, home, career, creativity, etc. impacted? Why? What purpose
does this event serve? Was the crisis related to something that had been lingering in your
mind for some time? Or, was this totally out of the blue? Does the area of life that

experienced crisis feel like it needs to be released?
Second, work to develop a new plan.

If the event is related to career, do you now need to truly consider that new career or simply
to bring the work-life equation into balance? If the event was related to a relationship, is the
relationship true to who you are and your true needs? If home was impacted, is your home
holding you back in some way? Make a plan that you can begin executing over the next six

months to bring alignment back into your world.

Third, embody this new direction and bring your plans into reality over the next six months.

Two steps forward!

Finally, if you have little or no impact felt from these eclipses, then likely you feel the more general or societal impacts
and major points in your chart were not impacted in any significant way. Or, life is saying, just keep up the great
groove you've got goin' on!

Eclipses and Transits

Eclipses and transits share a common theme in that they move around your birth chart to bring opportunities and
challenges that ultimately support the unfolding of the themes in your birth chart. Eclipses not only energize the house
they fall in, but they also energize and amplify transits that are occurring at the same time as the eclipse. Thus, it is
always helpful to remember to work with important transits both before and after any eclipse. It is the transits that set
up the unfolding of your birth chart. But, it is t he eclipses that provide the burst of energy that b ids us to take
action so that we can reap the full rewards of the eclipse.

Best wishes for an inspired and action filled summer!
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Relocation Trade Offs

Thoughts About The Process of Moving

Life is good for us here in Bavaria! Our visa was renewed for 2 years with no problems and we
are enjoying a fabulous Spring! So, where did we leave off with the telling of our relocation
adventures and trade-offs..... oh, yes.... the freezer...

Well, the apartment that we liked the best did not have a freezer. So, this meant a BIG
adjustment....

...NO FROZEN PEAS...

How could our culinary life flourish without the frozen pea? It was unthinkable! We add them to
everything for a touch of color and sweetness. Could we possibly adapt without our little green
helper?

| jest, but we really did wonder about this. And about not having ice cubes or ice cream or the
emergency frozen pizzas. In the end, life has proceeded quite nicely despite the complete lack
of frozen peas! Since many people don't have freezers, the frozen sections of grocery stores
are actually quite small. Outdoor markets flourish and very little prepared food exists in the |
grocery stores!

Aside from the lack of a freezer, did you note just how small our refrigerator is... As do most
people, we shop probably every other day for groceries. Since most people walk to the
store, they simply can't carry much more than the little frig will hold home with them. As the
stores close at night (by law, 8:00 PM daily and they never open on Sundays), it
is not uncommon to see a stream of bikes with a grocery bag hanging off each handlebar. As a result, most items also come in much
smaller sizes. For example, the largest milk quantity is like a quart and butter is sold in a size like two sticks, etc. So, no need to
worry about where to put the gallon of milk!

! The ice cream situation is solved in lovely fashion whenever the urge strikes... we
enjoyed our first cone on an unseasonably warm day in late November.

Overall, the ice cube is a rare commodity in Europe. In fact, we enjoyed the pleasure of
an ice cube for the first time since arriving in Germany as we tried a "mexican-type"
restaurant whose margarita contained a few ice cubes!

Naturally, we could purchase a freezer (and a larger refrigerator). But, electricity is also
B quite expensive and apartments are smaller. So, most people just choose the small
9 refrigerator and also to forego the freezer.

So, you think the freezer is a big deal....




Two Island Swans

Our swan couple returned to the pond in February and built a lovely nest
under a large, protective willow tree.
Since swans mate for life, | wonder how many years have they been doing this?

Last year, we watched them raise three lovely swans.

Swans typically sit on the eggs for 40 days.
But, as our swan-loving neighbors pointed out,
this year the couple sat on the nest for 10 days longer than normal!
This caused quite a stir as the anxiety built until they welcomed two darlings!

We look forward to watching them grow!
Here the mother is carrying one of the babies on her back!




