Spring has sprung in lowa and we are now reaching for Summer.
The seasonal joys of the garden we are creating here in our new
Fairfield, lowa home will not be fully revealed until next year. But,
what is in slight bloom this year, we are thoroughly enjoying. |
plan to do my best at becoming a tomato farmer this year. I'll let
you know how that goes!

During the glorious Springtime, we take what we have reflected
upon during the quiet winter months and initiate action and new
beginnings. In accordance with this time of new beginnings, | am
starting a new series of articles on myth, the minor asteroids and
the journey of the soul.

Recently, | was remembering that my fascination with myth began when | was a young boy, when
cartoons about the adventures of Hercules and movies like “Jason and the Argonauts” captured
my budding imagination. Today, myth continues to capture my imagination in ways that once
inspired a little boy!

| hope you find that this edition of The Traveler's Well Newsletter inspires you to think about the
myths that are a part of your life.

Wy
01 /21 % |
3 BV 2400

# A

5,16
$(# 7#008 9" :

$;# #41;9




T = 118

The Blast Astrology Conference

From September 16 to 21, 2008 in Sedona, Arizona, please consider signing up to have a blast at
The Blast Astrology Conference.

Moses Siregar Ill does an outstanding job of organizing this conference and of thinking outside the
box to make this event truly uniqgue. Each day of the conference has a specific focus and the
speakers are asked to work together to ensure the topics are cohesive and comprehensive. So,
at the end of the day, not only have you had a great time, but you truly will have learned a great
deal from many tenured voices and the new voices in the field of astrology. Providing a forum for
the new voices of astrology to be heard is much needed in our field and gracious Moses does a
wonderful job of fulfilling this mission with The Blast.

On Friday, September 19, 2008, | will speak on the topic of Geodetics, which is one of the
systems of astrology of location that | use in my practice of astrology of location.

Also, if a few of my clients show up, | will be arranging a time for us to all gather and get
acquainted (because | have the best clients and you all need to meet)!

Here’s a link to the web-site where you can find additional information:
http://blastastrologyconference.com/. Also, if you do decide to attend, please mention that |
referred you.

Here are some quotes about The Blast from the web-site:

“The Blast is the future of astrology. Best of the Past, Present &
Future.”

“The 21st Century of Astrology has now arrived.”

“The Blast was an incredibly mind opening and expan ding
experience for me. Thank you. Thank you. Thank you! "~

“The Blast was an amazing experience—a synthesis of young
new energy and the wisdom of elders. Well done.”
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The Minor Asteroids:
Myth, Archetypes & Chart Interpretation
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The asteroids are a great way to expand and enhance the understanding you have of your birth chart
and really help your birth chart spring to life!

The Foundation of the Birth Chart — the Archetypes of Myth

Greek and Roman myth and the gods in these myths are the main characters in astrology and they
form the foundation of astrology and of birth chart
interpretation. Each of the planets in our solar
system are named after one of these gods. In my
practice of astrology, | find that the mythic
attributes associated with these gods are the best
tools to use to paint a clear picture of the manner
in which the planets are expressed in each birth
chart. In fact, | like to say that | view the
interwoven archetypes of the planets and asteroids
as your personal “council of the gods”, which is
represented in the incredible painting at the right.
This enormous work is about 8 feet tall and 20
feed wide and you can identify the cast of
characters by their attributes (note the eagle and
peacock identifying Jupiter and Juno).

“Venus Rebukes Jupiter” (along with a cast of Minor Asteroids),
Art Institute of Chicago

By deeply exploring these mythic archetypes, the birth chart comes to life. In search of ever deeper
meaning in the birth chart, | incorporate around 100 “minor” asteroids named for characters in Greek
and Roman myth into my birth chart interpretation. | find that in astrology consultations, the mention
of the mythic themes related to the connection of the planets with important minor asteroids often
brings a strong response from clients that resonates powerfully with the individual’'s actual life
experiences.

The Reawakening of Myth — From the Renaissance tot he Enlightenment

While the classic Greek and Roman myths and their mythic characters have existed for over 2,000
years, only five planets (Mercury, Venus, Mars, Jupiter and Saturn) were known to mankind up until
the late 18™ century. Over the centuries, new planets and asteroids have been discovered and
typically named in connection to myth. The addition of these mythic characters to our known heavens
has also revealed deeper insights into the birth chart.
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The Minor Asteroids... (Continued)

The role of myth in astrology is to identify the archetypal metaphors that have specific meaning for each
individual’s life. The preceding centuries have seen a series of changes that, while not altering myth,
have changed the framework of society and the lives of individuals. Coming out of the Dark Ages, the
Renaissance of the 14™ to 17" centuries saw a rinascimento (what a lovely Italian word!) or “rebirth” of
the knowledge of classic Greece and Rome that had been dismissed during the Dark Ages. The rebirth
of classical knowledge saw a re-awakening of classic myth in art and life and in the archetypes that
inform astrology.

The 18" century was the Age of Enlightenment and it flowered with the emergence of reason and
modern science. Demaocracy, which had its roots in ancient Greece, would be “reborn” into the modern
era during this time in the United States of America. The Enlightenment also initiated the era of the
individual and a growing degree of individual choice and the potential for greater self-determination.

During this period, the limitations of social status and the hand of fate were losing their iron grip on the
story of life. With the unfolding of the Enlightenment, the path of life shifted from being dominated by fate
toward the progressive development of conscious choice beyond our pre-existing karma toward new to
the higher potential on the soul’s journey of life.

Along with the radical new developments in the social and political realm, the culmination of the
Enlightenment was announced in the heavens with the discovery of Uranus in 1781! New developments
in social structures were brought to life with the Declaration of Independence in which the people chose
to form a democratic government of the people and intentionally threw off rule by monarchy, aristocracy
and theocracy. The appearance of Uranus, the great awakener, was mirrored both by these new
developments in government and in the continued growth in an individual's capacity to choose the
course of their life.

The discovery of Uranus was only the beginning. Between 1801 and 1807, four major asteroids were
discovered and named for the goddesses: Ceres, Pallas, Juno and Vesta. Then, the year 1846 saw the
discovery of Neptune and the next round of asteroids, beginning with Astraea in December 1845. This
was now the Romantic era, which connected the Enlightenment or the era of the individual with the
archetypal meaning of life contained in classic myth during the Romantic era.

The Emergence of the Minor Asteroids

From the Romantic era to the discovery of Pluto in 1930, over 1,000 minor asteroids were discovered.
Initially, almost every one of these newly discovered asteroids would be named for characters from
classic myth. The list of their names began with a “who’s who” list of gods and goddesses, heroes,
lovers and more, including: Persephone, Psyche and Eros, Apollo and Daphne, Achilles and Hektor,
Agamemnon, Klytaemnestra, Medusa, Pandora and Elektra.

Just as the planets reflect the mythic qualities of the gods for which they are named, the minor asteroids
carry the archetypes of their namesakes.
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The Minor Asteroids... (Continued)

Using Asteroids in Chart Interpretation

| like to think about the planets and asteroids in terms of the various types of roles in an epic movie.
The most important or lead roles are played by the planets. If a birth chart were to have its title in
lights in Hollywood or New York, it would say “Starring the Planets”. This marquee would be followed
with “Also Featuring” listing the five major asteroids (Ceres, Pallas, Juno, Vesta and Chiron).

The common thread in chart interpretation is that both the planets and major asteroids are generally
interpreted using their position by house and sign and the aspects between them. However, the
Minor asteroids play a limited or supporting role. While we do not see their name in lights, the Minor
asteroids contain clues and provide details and context to reveal additional insights about the planets
and the themes of the birth chart.

While each of the planets play an important role in determining the core themes of the birth chart, | do
not include minor asteroids in chart interpretation unless they are closely connected to the core
themes identified by the planets, major asteroids and angles of the birth chart. When exploring an
individual's chart, |1 use only the minor asteroids that make a conjunction or opposition to a planet or
angle with a maximum orb of three degrees. | generally make no distinction between conjunction and
opposition, just awareness that the archetype of the asteroid is connected to the planet. In general, |
find that there are about a dozen or so important minor asteroids whose connections provide
additional context and deepen the core themes in each birth chart.

Minor asteroids also play an interesting role when exploring
relationships and the connections between two individual birth
charts. When a minor asteroid in one chart makes an important
connection with a planet or angle in another person’s chart, the
minor asteroids

reveals additional

information about

the quality of the

relationship

between the two

people. Thus,

asteroids in

synastry serve to

deepen the mythic

themes that

connect two

individuals.



Minor Asteroids: Prometheus & Epimetheus
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In this first article, | will explore two minor asteroids, which were discovered on the same day
(September 24, 1960) and named for two brothers: Prometheus and Epimetheus.

In myth, these two brothers were given the task of creating humanity by Jupiter. In a sense, you
could say that these brothers are the mythic “godfathers” of humanity. The names of these two
brothers reveal their related, yet opposite nature and the quality of their roles in the development of
humanity:

Prometheus means “fore thought”,

Epimetheus means “after thought”.

Prometheus — “Fore Thought”

To accomplish the task of creating humanity, which was assigned by
Jupiter, Prometheus’ approach was to look forward into the future so that
his efforts would help humanity succeed. Hence, the actions taken by
Prometheus included an awareness of the implications of his actions on
the future

Prometheus combines the qualities of being ingenious with that of being
somewhat of a radical. As a “godfather” or benefactor of humanity,
Prometheus teaches humans certain crafts and to accomplish this
teaching he was willing to use his creativity to push the limits established
by the gods. Prometheus gave humans the precious knowledge of fire
and, with this knowledge, humanity took a great leap forward. However,
he gave the craft of fire to humans against the wishes of Jupiter who
punishes Prometheus for going “too far”.

Prometheus Brings Fire to Mankind
by Heinrich Fuger, (1817).

As punishment, Prometheus is chained to a mountain to have a portion
of his liver pecked out by an eagle, which is the symbol of Jupiter. Yet,
this was not a one time punishment. Each day Prometheus’ liver would
regenerate, only to have the eagle return the next day to repeat the
punishment. Thus, Prometheus represents both ingenious, forward
looking action and the potential to be punished for “going too far”
beyond what is appropriate and wise.

“Prometheus Chained By Mercury”
Chicago Institute of Art

Hence, the challenge represented by Prometheus is to express
ingenuity and take progressive action while understanding the wisdom
of knowing how far one can and should go.
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Epimetheus — “After Thought”

As you might guess, Epimetheus is the opposite of his brother. As the embodiment of “after-thought”,
Epimetheus understands life by looking to the past. Thus, Epimetheus only understands the
implications of his actions after he has taken the actions and the results have already come to fruition.
In a positive way, because he looks to the past, Epimetheus finds value and meaning in what has
been established in the past, in tradition. In a negative way, he is unable to perceive what the results
and implications of his actions might be in the future. But, time does not stand still. We are all a part
of the procession that moves unceasingly forward and into the future.

The challenge of Epimetheus is balance the value of the past with the need to be open to change
and growth, and not resisting the change that is necessary for the future.

Epimetheus is also closely connected to Pandora, who became his wife. Pandora is associated with
“Pandora’s box” and the name Pandora means “all gifted”. She brings a jar containing the gifts of the
gods to Epimetheus and Prometheus warns his brother to be cautious of this gift from the gods, but
lacking foresight of what this statement might mean, Epimetheus can not anticipate the future.
Ultimately, Pandora’s curiosity compels her to open the box, resulting in the gifts escaping into the air
and being lost to humanity. Thus, Pandora represents curiosity that leads to unexpected
consequences. The connection between Pandora and Epimetheus is one of not being able to look
forward and only understanding the meaning of things and life via the past — looking backward.

Prometheus & Epimetheus — In Birth Charts

When reading the myths of Prometheus and Epimetheus, you may be left with the essential
impression that Prometheus is smart and Epimetheus is bumbling. However, when interpreting these
asteroids in the birth chart, it is important to know that neither “fore thought” or “after thought” are
either good or bad on their own. They simply reflect different ways of looking at life.

So, it is in their greater context in the birth chart and the manner in which these asteroids are
expressed that their quality and effects are seen. To get a better understanding of these mythic
archetypes, let’'s now explore a number of examples.

United States

Let's turn to the U.S. Chart (Sibley Chart), where Prometheus is found at 4
Cancer 18 and is conjunct Jupiter (Chart Ruler) at 5 Cancer 56 and Venus (Ruler
MC) at 3 Cancer 06. With Jupiter as the Ruler of the Sagittarius Ascendant and
Venus as the Ruler of the Libra Midheaven, Prometheus is connected to both the
nation’s instinctual manner of acting (Ascendant) and its image among the
nations of the world (Midheaven).

Therefore, Prometheus reflects a progressive, forward looking and even defiant
quality to the nation. Just as Prometheus defiantly brought the spark of fire to
mankind, the Statue of Liberty, proudly raises the flame of freedom for all the
world to see. Liberty, dressed in classical Roman attire, has broken the shackles
and chains of tyranny and continues to move forward into the future — very
Promethean!
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The Declaration of Independence, the founding document of the nation, also reflects the Promethean
guality of a progressive and forward looking nation. This nation would break from the existing norms
of rule by monarchy or theocracy in favor of government by the will of the people. This “new” form of
government provided a new model of government for many nations around the world over the
following centuries.

On the other hand, Epimetheus is found in the U.S. Chart at 16 Virgo 20 and makes no connections
to any of the planets or angles of the birth chart. This lack of connection simply implies that the
quality of Epimetheus, of looking to the past for meaning, is not at the core of the nation’s path and
destiny. This is a nation that looks forward and to the future and not to the past.

Now, let’s turn to explore the connections of Prometheus and Epimetheus in a few individual charts.

Thomas Jefferson

Thomas Jefferson played a powerful Promethean role in the founding of the United States,
emblazoning the Enlightenment ideals of rationality and self-determination in the Declaration of
Independence. Jefferson’s Sun at 22 Aries 54 is in the 3rd house, suggesting that his purpose in life
(Sun) is to communicate his ideas (3rd house) about independence and freedom (Aries).
Prometheus is placed at 24 Libra 31 and is directly opposed the Sun suggesting that his Sun has a
forward looking, progressive and even radical quality.

Additionally, Jefferson’s efforts to create a rational Enlightenment based society included a
Promethean approach to the relationship between government and organized religion (ruled by
Jupiter). While serving as President in January 1802, Jefferson wrote of establishing "a wall of
separation between church and state" that, while controversial to some, reflects the Promethean
nature of the nation and has remained a cornerstone principle of the nation for over 200 years.

Thus, he expressed the Promethean capacity both for forethought and for being willing to take the risk
of being perceived as being too progressive. The Promethean genius of Jefferson was to limit the
role of government in religion, but also to ensure that the religious expression of individuals would
provide for freedom of personal choice.

John Lennon

John Lennon is perhaps best known for his songs about love and peace. With the Sun in Libra, you
might expect that he would write songs like “All You Need is Love” and “Give Peace a Chance”.
However, with Prometheus at 13 Aries 34 and oppose his natal Sun at 16 Libra 16, you can see that
his need to express the notions of love and peace might also take on potentially radical themes in
songs like Revolution and Imagine.

As one of the Beatles, John had been called the “most way out there” of the group, which is more a
reflection of Prometheus than of Libra. In perhaps his most famous solo song, Imagine, John sang
“Imagine all the people, living life in peace”, and that “| hope someday you will join us, and the world
will live as one.” Here we see a masterful combination of Libra’s desire for peace and Prometheus’
vision of the future.
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Lennon’s Epimetheus is located at 15 Pisces 39 and makes no conjunction or opposition in his chart.
Thus, like Thomas Jefferson, John Lennon’s vision was of the future and not of the past. Throughout
his life, John was perceived as either a champion of peace and love or as a radical challenger of
established authority. His (and the Beatles) records were burned because of comments he made
about Christianity and he was targeted and smeared by the Nixon administration for his goal of peace
and opposition to the Vietnam War. It seems that to this very day, John is loved for his being both a
projection of his Libra Sun and Prometheus.

! % %

Bob Dylan

Bob Dylan is another example of Prometheus conjunct the Sun, with both at 3 degrees of Gemini.
Here the progressive quality of Prometheus is expressed through language (Gemini) as Dylan was
known as a progressive poet. Signature songs, like “The Times They Are a Changing”, connected
him as a champion of the anti-war and civil rights movements, looking to the future and letting go of
the past. In introducing "A Hard Rain's A-Gonna Fall", Dylan said, “a hard rain’s gonna fall means
that something is going to happen.” Dylan’s words and music consistently struck a Promethean,
future oriented chord.

There are also two interesting notes that connect both Dylan and John Lennon with the archetype of
Prometheus. Each was an influence on the other and neither was willing to let their creativity stand
still and be fixed by a moment in time. True to the archetype of Prometheus, they were both
“punished” for their unwillingness to live in the past. Lennon’s move to writing acoustic, introspective
and politically charged songs was inspired by Dylan. Fans who loved the Beatles as the “Mop Tops”
were unhappy with Lennon’s progressive political views and his love of Yoko Ono, his avant guard
wife.
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In a similar way, Dylan was inspired by the Beatles which lead to his use of the electric guitar. In his
1965 appearance at the Newport Folk Festival, he was booed by purist folk music fans, who were
upset by Dylan’s employing electric guitars to back up his poetic lyrics. In what seemed to be a
pointed reply in his encore, he played an acoustic number, "It's All Over Now, Baby Blue". Dylan use
lyrics to communicate his thoughts and feelings.

The point was Promethean, don’t look back and by the way, | am definitely moving forward and into
the future!

Pope Benedict XVI

Pope Benedict XVI is an excellent example of the Epimethean archetype and turning to the past to
find meaning in the present. The core theme of his chart is found with his North Node at O degrees of
Cancer conjunct at Mars 29 of Gemini Mars in 4th house and the Moon, the ruler of the North Node,
in the 7th house Libra. Thus, his highest destiny (North Node) is to develop a deeper capacity for
nurturing tradition and heritage (4th house Cancer). In the process, he must use language to support
Roman Catholic traditions without being overly aggressive (Mars 4th house Gemini), while reaching
out to the diversity of humanity in a message of harmony (Moon 7th house Libra).

However, with Epimetheus conjunct his Ascendant, he instinctually (Ascendant) looks to the past to
find meaning (Epimetheus). Further, since Jupiter is also conjunct the Ascendant, he has the
opportunity to combine the security of the past (Epimetheus) with the optimism to look to the future
(Jupiter). This is not the only possible interpretation of his chart, and in his role as Prefect of the
Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith, his responsibility was to protect existing church tradition
and teachings in a more aggressive manner. But in his role as Pope, Pope Benedict XVI has shown
willingness to attempt to balance tradition with modernity.

For more on Pope Benedict XVI and Astrology of Location, see my article at
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http://www.travelerswell.com/pope_benedict.htm.

Harry Chapin

When | think of Harry Chapin, | think of folk songs like “Cat’s in the Cradle”, “Taxi” and “W*O*L*D".
Chapin (born December 7, 1942 at 11:22 am in New York, NY) was a folk singer and songwriter who
touched the lives of many people through his songs and stories. He was known as a “storyteller” and
the theme of stories was present throughout his career.

We can find the “storyteller” in Chapin through the exploration of his birth chart. Beginning with the
Sun, which is the ruler of his Leo North Node and therefore, the key to expressing his highest destiny.
His Sun is in the 10th house, suggesting that his path would require him to share his creative gifts
with society and through that he would be honored for his efforts. With both Venus and Mercury
conjunct his Sun, his creativity (Sun) is connected to both songs (Venus) and stories (Mercury).

But what kind of stories does his birth chart suggest that he might write and sing? Chapin’s Saturn
opposes his Moon, which is conjunct his Sun. So, you might expect the issues of family (Moon),
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fatherhood (Sun), children (Sun) and the passage of time (Saturn) to be central to Chapin’s work and
his most famous song, “Cat’s in the Cradle”, in particular.

Yet, it is Epimetheus that provides additional context that brings a deeper understanding of Chapin’s
storytelling to life. Epimetheus is conjunct his Moon and oppose Saturn, suggesting that Chapin’s
stories would share a common thread of understanding life through reflecting on the past. In
"W*O*L*D", an aging disc jockey looks back on his life, while “Taxi” reflects on a past love. But, his
signature song, “Cat’s in the Cradle”, provides the most direct expression of Epimetheus. The song
retells the son’s path from his birth to maturity and the birth and maturity of his own son. The end of
the song brings the emotional climax, when after a lifetime of attempts by a father and son to spend
more time together, the father reflects aloud:

“And as | hung up the phone, it occurred to me,
He'd grown up just like me. My boy was just like me.”

Chapin’s words echo the message of Epimetheus, as he recognizes the meaning of life only after he
hangs up the phone and only after his son has grown up. Chapin expressed his Epimethean nature
in a way that continues to connect with people today, a musician and storyteller, reflecting back on
the stories of life.

Summary

Not every individual’'s birth chart with Prometheus or Epimetheus making a strong connection leads to
such dramatic lives as Thomas Jefferson, John Lennon or Pope Benedict XVI. However, when one
of these two mythic brothers makes an important connection to the birth chart, the insights they reveal
on the journey of life are well worth exploring!



Book Review:
“Soul Sick Nation”, by Jessica Murray
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As the election season for choosing the next President of the United States deepens, the challenges
facing the nation today and the path the nation are being drawn into the focus of our attention. This
election season is shaping up to be more than simply asking which political party will occupy the
White House and control of Congress. The nation is at a fork in the road and this election will decide
which path the nation will choose for its future and destiny. But what is the destiny of the nation and
which path will lead to a better future? Jessica Murray’'s new book, “Soul-Sick Nation, An
Astrologer’s View of America” provides a masterful perspective on the destiny of the nation and the
path that it is currently on.

The title, Soul Sick Nation, gives a clear indication that Jessica feels the
nation needs to turn a new leaf and make some changes in its soul.
Her meticulous exploration of the U.S. chart is masterful. Comparing
the premise of “Soul Sick Nation” to life, she clearly connects the
negative expression of the U.S. chart to the recent actions of the nation
and the challenging circumstances the nation finds itself in today.

Yet, Jessica also strikes a hopeful chord for the future of the nation. In
chapters with sub-titles of “Pluto Work” and “Saturn Work, she explores
the positive potentials of embracing the maturing aspect of Saturn and
the transforming aspect of Pluto. | particularly enjoyed her approach to
Saturn and Pluto, and that these two powerful planets can be embraced
in a positive way by the nation that has important relevance and insights
for each of us in our individual lives.

This book is filled with fire and passion, with an astrological prescription for the nation and insights for
each of us as individuals. This is an excellent book. Check it out!



The Signs of Spring

On a recent trip to Austria, after having just been awe struck by the
immense statue of Athena holding

Nike (Victory) at the Austrian

parliament (photo at left), | strolled one

of the many lovely parks (pictured at

right) in the center of Vienna at dusk.

Yes, | strolled in my new Tyrolean

jacket, which | love and makes quite a

splash here in Fairfield!

On this stroll, | chanced upon a
modern mosaic representing
(sometimes vaguely) the signs of the
zodiac.

The three mosaics on the right side contain Aries, next to Gemini with Taurus below. The three mosaics
on the left side represent Capricorn, Aquarius and Pisces. While | love classic representations of the
myths, it is always fun to explore new ways of viewing the archetypes.

You never know what life will present around the ne  xt turn in the path!



