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About The Newsletter 
 
 
 
 
Hello and thank you for checking out the first quarterly newsletter from The Traveler’s Well! 
 

This newsletter will reach you each quarter 
around the time the transiting Sun proudly 
announces the change of each season.   
 
In each newsletter, I will share: 
 

·  Thoughts and practical tips on what I view 
to be the most important, major transit of 
the upcoming season, 

·  Short articles about current events or 
people in the news as viewed through the 
lens of astrology, and 

·  Suggestions for a seasonal activity or two. 

 
I hope you enjoy the newsletter and, as always, your feedback is always welcome!   

TRAVELER ’ S WELL NEWSLETTER  
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Becoming Wolfram - Name Change 
�#���������
�����

 
With this first newsletter, please let me take a moment to re-introduce myself.  Those of you who 
have known me for a long time may have noticed that I have legally changed my last name from 
Wolfgram to Wolfram.  Wolfram is the more authentic and historic version of this surname, 
which was made popular by the 13th century German poet, Wolfram von Eschenbach.  
 

Wolfram wrote Parzival, which was Wolfram’s interpretation of the 
Holy Grail quest and is considered today to be a classic.  The town 
of Wolfram’s Eschenbach, from which Wolfram hailed, is about 80 
miles northwest of Munich, Germany.  Over the past few years as 
my wife Tammy and I travel Europe, Wolfram’s Eschenbach has 
become a regular stop.  As 
a child, I loved the grail 
stories and since our first 
visit to Wolfram’s 
Eschenbach, my life-long 
interest in these myths has 
deepened both from the 
connection to Wolfram and 
to this place.  Tammy and I 
have been contemplating a name change since about 2003 when 
we first visited Wolfram’s Eschenbach.  The surname Wolfram is 
comprised of two parts: Wolf and ram.  Wolf is literally a wolf and 
ram translates to raven.  The graphic here from Wolfram’s museum 
in Wolfram’s Eschenbach represents these two images nicely.    
 
In December 2006, we felt the time was right to initiate the name 
change.  Astrologically, four important transits and progressions 
were coming into exact aspect for me during this time, each 
bringing the energy of rebirth, new cycles and conscious 

transformation.  The key event was the exact conjunction of my progressed Sun to natal Pluto.  
Since the Sun represents one’s core sense of purpose and meaning in life and conscious 
identity, the conjunction of the progressed Sun with natal Pluto represented a time of total 
metamorphosis of my identity, a rebirth to a more authentic self and we filed for our name 
change on the day of the exact conjunction, which was a perfect embodiment of the intention of 
that energy.   
 
Within the week, two other important transits also became exact energizing the opportunity for 
conscious transformation.  When planets are in a trine aspect, there is a nature quality of 
harmony between the planets that often brings opportunity.  Uranus and Pluto share the quality 
of promoting necessary change.  So, when the planet of awakening (Uranus) trines the natal 
Sun and the planet of transformation (Pluto) trines the natal Midheaven, the energy of 
transformation brings necessary change on the soul’s journey in the most harmonious and 
fortunate manner.  Finally, in January 2007, my progressed Moon was conjunct my natal Sun, 
initiating a new cycle of life and a new beginning regarding my personal identity and my new 
name - Wolfram.   
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Becoming Wolfram….  (Continued) 

 
 
 
There is one more connection between our name change and astrology connected to the 
asteroids.  Beyond the four best known asteroids, Ceres, Juno, Pallas and Vesta, there are 
hundreds of asteroids named for characters in Greek and Roman myth and history that often 
reveal additional important insights into the birth chart.   
 
With our name change, Tammy elected to also change 
her middle name.  When she told me of her choice of 
Sappho for her new middle name, I remembered that 
the asteroid named for Sappho is conjunct her natal 
Venus.  Since Tammy’s birth chart has a Libra IC, 
Venus (the ruler of Libra) is connected to her inner self-
image (IC) and making the name Tamala (Tammy) 
Sappho (Saffy) Wolfram a wonderful reflection of her 
birth chart.   
 
In addition, much to our surprise, on the day we 
changed our name, a Sappho return occurred in 
Tammy’s natal chart, which only reinforced this 
decision! 
 
Here is a stone relief of Sappho from Vienna, Austria.  This is one of the few representations of 
Sappho we have ever seen.  Finding Sappho just as Tammy was embracing Sappho in her 
name was the culmination of astrological events connected with our decision to change our 
names and one more step in the dance of moving in harmony with the Sun, Moon and stars. 
 

�  
�
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Summer Key Transit – Saturn Oppose Neptune 
�#���������
�����

�
Every year, a few major transits occur that have significant impact on our lives.  For this 
summer, I have observed that the opposition of Saturn and Neptune, which will be exact at 21 
degrees 47 minutes Leo/Aquarius on June 25th, 2007 at 11:56 am Eastern Daylight Time, is 
making its energy felt in the lives of numerous clients, family and friends.  In this article, I will first 
examine this transit from the perspective of both ancient myth and modern movies, and then I 
will discuss the intention of the transit and suggest an approach that you can use to work with 
this transit in a practical manner.   
 
Saturn & Neptune - Art & Myth  
 
I believe that the qualities of the gods as represented in the classic myths mirror the core 
archetypal qualities of the planets that bare their names.  After experiencing the great paintings 
and sculptures of these myths first hand during my travels, I have found that these classic 
depictions in art have the capacity to bring the myths to life.  Through art we are provided with 
visual clues that deepen our understanding of the intention and meaning of the myths.  
Likewise, our understanding of the astrological archetypes can also been deepened.   
 
In myth and astrology, Saturn is the lord of the unending cycles of time.  The cycles of Saturn’s 
transits mark the passage of time and measure our progress toward building mature and 

realistic structures in our lives.  My favorite 
depiction of Saturn is found in the Borghese 
Gallery in Rome, Italy, where winged “Father 
Time” is shown removing the veil from Truth.  
While Truth is shown in the form of a beautiful 
woman casting her eyes up to the light of truth 
now shining into our lives, Saturn is looking directly 
at us.   While Truth wants us to know that truth 
itself is beautiful, “Father Time” is telling us that we 
can not escape his judgment.  In his role as the 
“reaper”, he will use his sickle (shown here carried 
by a putti) to cut down the structures of our lives 
that are not mature, not practical, not realistic. 
 

When Saturn’s transits are difficult (as they often are), it is because Saturn has demanded that 
the light of truth reveal where the structures of life do not support the soul’s true path in this life.  
As a result, transits of Saturn often coincide with being blocked or frustrated by circumstances 
and events.  Blockages and frustrating events reveal the truth and tell us that our efforts have 
not passed Saturn’s test of maturity and reality.   
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Summer Key Transit… (Continued) 
 
In myth, Neptune is the lord of the oceans and the astrological archetype of the dream and the 

ideal of perfection.  The same Borghese Gallery, 
which I mentioned earlier, also contains 
Botticelli’s painting “The Birth of Venus”, where 
we see Venus depicted as being born out of the 
sea foam, the realm of Neptune.  Being born out 
of the ocean, Venus brings the ideal of divine 
love to an imperfect humanity.  Neptune wants 
us to realize that before we can experience the 
ideal we must first let go of our certainty and 
expectations about our physical world.  In the 
process, Neptune diffuses the ego and alters our 

perception of reality, which can lead either to inspiration and spirituality or to feeling ungrounded 
and confused.  
 
Saturn & Neptune – The Lens of the Camera  
 
To contrast the styles and archetypes of Saturn and Neptune, I would like to turn to a different 
form of artistic expression, the classic motion picture Casablanca, where Saturn and Neptune 
are reflected in two contrasting approaches to focusing the camera on the actors.  When the 
camera pans up to reveal the face of Rick Blaine, played by Humphrey Bogart, as he plays a 
solitary game of chess, the lens is in perfect focus, revealing all of the physical characteristics of 
his face in complete clarity and perfect detail, down to the smallest wrinkle.  This is the lens of 
Saturn, focusing on the external image of the character and their exact physical reality.   
 
A bit later, when the camera turns to Ilsa Lund, played by Ingrid Bergman, Neptune is now in 
control of the camera’s focus.  As you might imagine, Neptune employs a softer focus, at times 
even a bit unclear, ignoring details and any small imperfections in order to present her image in 
the most ideal and Neptunian manner.  When the local corrupt official, Captain Renault, played 
by Claude Rains, is introduced to Ms. Lund, he flatters her with the line, “I was told you were the 
most beautiful woman ever to visit Casablanca.  That was a gross understatement”.  This is the 
work of Neptune at his finest.  
 
Time after time throughout the film, when the camera turns from Bogart to Bergman, the focus 
changes from Saturnian reality to Neptunian ideal.  It is interesting to note that today movie 
studios have new tools at their disposal that have replaced the lens of Neptune.  Using 
computer simulation to create “Neptunian perfection”, they simply alter the image digitally in the 
studio, enhancing muscles or removing unflattering weight.  In the past, we could tell when the 
lens changed from the sharp focus of Saturn to the soft focus of Neptune.  Today, we have no 
way of knowing if an image has been enhanced.  Movies all appear to have Saturn’s focus on 
detail, even when Neptune has altered the image to the point of having little or no connection to 
reality.   Whatever the clarity of the image, Saturn and Neptune have very different perspectives 
that share little in common.  
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Summer Key Transit… (Continued) 
 
Saturn & Neptune – Intention of the Opposition  
 
The opposition of transiting Saturn and Neptune brings these two very different temperaments 
into a state of dynamic tension.  Saturn’s realm is in the physical world demanding the 
acceptance of reality and embracing practicality.  Alternatively, Neptune’s realm is of the dream 
that lies beyond the obvious and often beyond reality.  Neptune’s images are often covered in 
illusion, which is the antithesis of reality.  When you attempt to catch and hold onto the illusion, it 
simply fades away, dissolving into the mist that it is made of.   
 
As a result, Saturn and Neptune simply do not get along very well.  The opposition is an aspect 
of tension that brings awareness.  In the case of Saturn oppose Neptune, the tension between 
the real and the ideal is brought onto center stage in the events and circumstances in the story 
of life. 
   
One thing that both Saturn and Neptune share is a tendency to bring out the less favorable 
qualities of the other.  The opposition of Saturn and Neptune has a tendency to promote a 
quality of delusion (Neptune) and a tendency to deny or suppress of the truth (Saturn).  As a 
result, this opposition often results in feelings of anxiety and disillusionment and a fear that one’s 
dreams are nothing more than a fairy tale without a happy ending.  There is an alternative 
ending that is available, but it requires avoiding the worst tendencies of these two planets and 
finding a path to balancing their energies in a harmonious manner.   
 
How do we find a way to balance Saturn’s reality with Neptune’s ideal.  The keys for each planet 
are actually found in other.  Saturn’s awareness of truth can help keep Neptune grounded in 
reality.  Neptune’s urge to embrace the ideal can keep Saturn from becoming rigidly focused on 
the obvious and superficial.   
 
Saturn & Neptune – A Compass  
 
As we begin to explore the practical application of this transit, it is helpful to note that not 
everyone will feel this transit to the same degree.  Each of us will feel the tug of war between 
Saturn and Neptune, based on the houses they are transiting through in our birth chart.  
However, individuals with important planets and angles roughly between 19 to 24 degrees of the 
fixed signs will experience this transit in its most potent form.  The sensitive points of 19 to 24 
degrees of Leo and Aquarius will experience both a conjunction and an opposition.  The 
sensitive points of 19 to 24 degrees of Taurus and Scorpio will experience both Saturn and 
Neptune in the form of a square.  Look at your chart focusing on these sensitive degrees to 
determine if this transit is impacting any planets or angles in your birth chart. 
 
If your birth chart is significantly impacted by this transit, rest assured that something is 
happening as a result of this transit.  The Sun, Moon and planets know more than we do and we 
can benefit from asking what their movements are telling us and using them as a compass to 
gain awareness about aspects of our lives that we are not fully aware of.   
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Summer Key Transit… (Continued) 
 
When using this transit as a compass, the intention is to gain awareness of the circumstances of 
life to honor both Saturn’s need for flexible maturity and Neptune’s desire for ideals that can be 
grounded and integrated into life.  Since Saturn is connected with suppression and denial and 
Neptune with concealment and deception, we often try to ignore these two planets.  But when 
their opposition is making an important contact with a chart, they are demanding that we not 
ignore them.  The tension of the opposition demands awareness regarding how to balance 
these two opposing forces and use the contradictory nature of the other as a mirror of 
awareness.   
 
Important keys to this transit can be found in the circumstances in your life.  When life’s 
circumstances promote feelings of fear, anxiety, confusion and self-doubt, those feelings are a 
message that the relationship of Saturn and Neptune with the planet or angle being aspected is 
out of balance.  When this happens, acknowledging these feelings is an important first step.  
Then, begin to explore the connection between yourself and the circumstances that are causing 
your feelings.  Because some degree of confusion is connected with this transit, this is generally 
not a time for taking significant action, but for recognizing the state of your life and making 
adjustments to achieve balance.  The time for action will come at some point after this transit 
has passed and you are more balanced and confident.  The worst action is to fall prey 
Neptune’s tendency toward illusion and to Saturn’s tendency toward denial and avoiding 
awareness of the message of the transit.   
 
Positive results are more difficult to recognize because positive external outcomes are not a 
common manifestation of this transit.  However, when the negative qualities described above 
are not present, the absence of anxiety and confusion can be like a compass telling you that you 
are on the right path and have achieved a sense of balance between your ideals and the reality 
of your life – and that is an encouraging thought!   
 
To make the most of a positive outcome, take time to explore how this transit is positively 
manifested so that you can take stock and be fully aware of the degree to which you are 
succeeding.  This examination can also provide you with areas to make minor adjustments and 
with valuable clues about how you can embrace the next stage of your life.  
 
Additional insights can be found by exploring the cyclical nature of these transits.  Saturn and 
Neptune have a conjunction roughly every 36 years, with an opposition at the 18 year mark.  
Look back to the last conjunction 18 years ago for insights into how the circumstances of your 
life have unfolded.  Events from prior cycles can provide valuable clues to your current 
circumstance. 
 
Saturn & Neptune – Close to Home  
 
While the current opposition of Saturn and Neptune are not making any contact in my birth chart 
in 2007, 18 years ago the conjunction of Saturn and Neptune in 1989 was an important transit 
for me.  The conjunction of Saturn and Neptune took place at 11 Capricorn, directly opposed to 
my natal Sun at 11 Cancer.   
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Summer Key Transit… (Continued) 

 
This was a time that was a difficult combination of significant success met with blockage and 
confusion.  With transiting Saturn opposing my natal Sun, I had just completed an important 
project that was deemed a major success and I was rewarded with a significant raise.  However, 
the circumstances of transiting Neptune also opposing my natal Sun brought confusion as my  
efforts were hidden from the “larger” corporate world and remained unseen in the “fog”.   
 
True to form, transiting Neptune brought out the worst in transiting Saturn and I was blocked 
from making progress in my career in terms of responsibilities and position.  I was confused by 
the contradiction between my success and being blocked and frustrated at the same time, which 
was a perfect reflection of the transit.  What was the message that transiting Saturn and 
Neptune delivered to my Sun?   
 
They seemed to say, “While you may have done well, this work does not represent a mature 
(Saturn) and inspired (Neptune) expression of your sense of purpose (Sun)”.  My response was 
to begin to look for more appropriate opportunities.  Eighteen months later I was offered a 
position in Los Angeles that was an important step on my journey in life.  However, difficult, the 
messages of transiting Saturn and Neptune provided an important compass in my life.  By 
honoring their messages, I was directed to embrace the next chapter of my life.   
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Bob Geldof: “Ending The Suffering in Ethiopia” 
�#���������
�����

The leaders of the G8 nations meet each year for a summit, which is hosted by the country holding 
the presidency of the G8 for that year.  This year, from June 6th to 8th, 2007, the G8 Summit took 
place in Heiligendamm, Germany and the topic of reducing global poverty was a top priority.  Yet, one 
of the more passionate expressions regarding the struggle to end poverty came not from the G8 
political leaders, but from musician and activist, Bob Geldof. 

For one day leading up to the G8 Summit, Geldof became the honorary editor-in-chief for the June 
1st, 2007 edition of the best-selling German newspaper, Bild.  As honorary editor, Geldof placed a 
full-page image of a starving African child writhing in agony on the front page along with the headline: 
“End this! Now!”  This simple and powerful message was followed by 24 pages of commentary 
wherein Geldof expressed his passion regarding the topic of poverty in Africa by writing to the G8 
leaders, among other things, that "you can change things and people want you to. ... Do your job! End 
the misery, finally!"   

As we all know, this was not Geldof’s first effort to bring attention to the plight and impact of poverty in 
Africa.  In 1984, Geldof reacted to a news report about starving children in Ethiopia by co-writing the 
song 'Do They Know It's Christmas?'  Then, on July 13, 1985, he organized the massive world-wide 
Live Aid concert to raise awareness and funds to help relieve the famine in Ethiopia.    

What insights can the Astrology of Location provide regarding the connection between Bob Geldof 
and the plight of the people of Ethiopia?  For Geldof (born 10/5/1951 at 2:20 pm in Dublin, Ireland), 
Ethiopia represents a “crossroads” location, which strongly suggests that he would be drawn to 
Ethiopia in some important way in this lifetime.  A “crossroads” is a location where two or more lines 
from three powerful and complimentary mapping systems (Astro*Carto*Graphy (A*C*G), Geodetic 
and Local Space) cross.  At a “crossroads”, the natural energies of the planets attempt to merge and 
the desire for their qualities to be expressed in life is amplified.  

Map #1 
 
Astro-Carto-Graphy  - First, on Geldof’s 
A*C*G map (see map #1), three planetary lines 
cross over the western border of Ethiopia, 
identifying Ethiopia as a potential 
“crossroads”.  When we explore the qualities of 
these three lines, we begin to understand his 
connection to the Ethiopia.  First, his A*C*G 
Moon Midheaven planetary line suggests an 
emotional need to be a father figure and 
potentially to become well known as a father 
figure.  Because his natal Moon is square the 
lunar Nodes, he has a need to take action and 
provide real nurturing during this lifetime.  Since 
Venus rules his Libra Midheaven, the A*C*G 
Venus Descendant planetary line suggests a 
connection to his career, social status and desire 
to connect with the people of Ethiopia.  Lastly, 
his A*C*G Ceres Ascendant planetary line 
suggests an instinctual desire to nurture others.   
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Bob Geldof (continued) 
�

 

Local Space  - Second, Geldof’s Local Space map (see 
map #2) reveals another important quality of Ethiopia.  His 
Local Space Chiron planetary line passes directly over 
Addis Ababa, which is the capital city of Ethiopia.  This 
Chiron energy reflects Geldof’s passionate feelings 
regarding the poverty and hunger that the people and 
children experience and that it is unfair and that the wealthy 
nations of the G8 have the capacity to end the hunger and 
heal the people.   

�
�
$�!�%��

Geodetics  - Third, while his Geodetic map has no lines 
passing through the eastern half of the African continent, the map contains an often, more important, 
quality of Geodetic Resonance, which occurs when the degrees of the birth chart’s angles match a 
location in the fixed Geodetic Grid.  The 29 Libra Midheaven in his birth chart “resonates” with the 29 
Aries Midheaven and 29 Libra IC lines that pass just west of the border of Ethiopia.  Geodetic 
Resonance suggests a natural and powerful connection between an individual and the culture at that 
location.  Bob Geldof clearly feels a connection to both Ethiopia and the African continent.   

 
 

To understand why it was in July of 1985 
that Geldof was inspired to organize the 
Live Aid benefit for Ethiopia and its people, 
we turn to the Astrology of Location maps 
for insights from the transits and 
progressions.  In July of 1985, his A*C*G 
progressed Moon Ascendant planetary line 
passed over Addis Ababa (see map 
#3) energizing his instinctual desire to 
nurture the people of Ethiopia.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Map #3 
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Bob Geldof (continued) 
 

At the same time, the transiting A*C*G Uranus 
Midheaven line and A*C*G Chiron IC 
planetary line also passed over Addis Ababa 
(see map #4).  This brought a sudden 
awareness and change of public status 
(Uranus MC) of Ethiopia and Africa, 
particularly in regard to the unfair poverty and 
hunger of the children (Chiron IC).  This effort 
would also lead to a change in Geldof’s own 
social status (Uranus MC), as he was given 
the honorary status of knighthood by Queen 
Elizabeth II. 

 
 
 
 
 
Map #4 
 
 

Returning to June 2007, Geldof’s efforts as 
editor of Bild to influence the G8 also occurred 
during important transits.  On June 1, 2007, 
the day he was the  editor of Bild, his 
transiting A*C*G Jupiter MC planetary line and 
his A*C*G Moon MC planetary line passed 
over Addis Ababa, Ethiopia (see map #5).  His 
efforts on this day brought the attention of the 
newspaper’s 12 million readers (Moon MC) 
and the leaders of the G8 (Jupiter MC).  From 
the perspective of Geldof’s efforts, he was 
drawn to his “crossroads” in Ethiopia, raising 
awareness of the people he has shared a 
deep connection with.   

�

$�!�%&�

This demonstrates that he is acting in accord with his mission in life.  He is “moving in 
harmony with the Sun, Moon and stars”. 

�
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Summer Fun – Waterlily Watch! 
������������
�����
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