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Over the past weeks, our weather has turned from having the ground 
covered in a thick blanket of snow and the trees covered in ice one 

day only to return to sunshine and 60 
degrees the next melting Frosty the 
Snowman away.  Like Janus, the god of 
endings and beginnings who welcomes 
each new year, looking both backward 
and forward, the trees are wondering if 
the Sun is still in Capricorn or if time to 
bud has arrived. 
   

Janus sculpture depicting the youthful and aged 
face of time looking both to the past and the future 

We have settled into our progressive, yet quiet little 
town in Iowa and are feeling quite at home.  As most 
of you know from the media bombardment, Iowa is a 
caucus state.  For our part on January 3rd, we 
enthusiastically embraced the politics of the future, the 
politics of hope and of conscious change.   
 
The society we live in and the history we create are 
ultimately the outcome of our combined individual and 
collective efforts.  This issue contains an article on 
national and world politics and a great example of an 
individual, Charlie Wilson, who “moved in harmony 
with the Sun, Moon and stars” and made an 
extraordinary individual contribution to history. 

 
I hope your find this issue of The Traveler’s Well Newsletter to be both informative and inspirational to 
your own path on the journey of life!  
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Winter Transit Spotlight:  Winter Solstice 2007  
�
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The Winter Solstice is the exact moment when the Sun makes its ingress, or entry, into the sign of 
Capricorn (zero degrees of Capricorn).  The Winter Solstice marks the beginning of Winter and, with the 
energy of the Sun at its lowest ebb in the Northern hemisphere, the days are short providing opportunity 
for candle-lit stillness and reflection.    
 
I would like to explore two items of note regarding this Winter Solstice that will hopefully provide you with 
some insights to reflect upon this Winter season and in 2008.  First, transiting Jupiter was conjunct the 
Sun at zero degrees of Capricorn during the ingress on the Winter Solstice.  Second, as Pluto marches 
slowing toward Capricorn, this is the final Winter Solstice when Pluto will be in Sagittarius and thusly 
worthy of inclusion in our time of reflection this winter. 
 
 
Transiting Jupiter Conjunct Sun’s Ingress Into Capr icorn  
 
Conjunctions of the outer planets to the Sun during the ingress of the Sun into Capricorn do not happen 
often.  When they do, the energy of the conjunction provides important insights into the quality of the 
season ahead.  The conjunction of Jupiter and the Sun at zero degrees of Capricorn suggests an 
opportunity that affords us a time to reflect on the past (Capricorn) in an optimistic and future oriented 
manner (Jupiter).  This combination provides us the ability to reflect on the past, where we are today and 
how we got here with the confidence to look to the future.  It is also interesting to note that Jupiter, the 
ruler of Sagittarius, is ushering in this Capricorn Ingress, connecting the energies of Sagittarius and 
Capricorn. 
 
Speaking of looking ahead, let’s discuss transiting Pluto.   
 
 
Pluto Moving On & The Helmet of Invisibility   
 
This is the last Winter Solstice of our lifetime where transiting Pluto will be in the sign of Sagittarius.  
Since transiting Pluto is the slowest moving of the planets, the effect of its movement gathers a great 
amount of force and enforces the greatest impact.  In 1995, Pluto entered Sagittarius and will remain 
there through portions of 2008.  One year from now on the Winter Solstice of 2008, transiting Pluto will 
be conjunct the Sun as it makes it ingress into Capricorn.   
 
Pluto is the planet of transformation.  This transformation takes the form of either a willing or conscious 
transformation.  Or, when we resist change, transformation is enforced by Pluto.   Regarding Pluto’s 
reaction to resistance to change, we can learn from Pluto’s image in myth.  When Pluto enters the realm 
of humanity, he wears a helmet of invisibility.  This relates to the intention or tendency to hide our efforts 
or motivations.  This is the compulsive side of Pluto, resisting the natural need for growth, holding onto 
and hiding deeper motivations; the motivations Pluto wants no one to see in the open light of day.  
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Winter Transit Spotlight….  (Continued) 
 

This is why this ingress of the Sun into Capricorn conjunct Jupiter is so important.  It provides an 
increased sense of optimism and confidence that expands our capacity to reflect on the past and how 
that past impacts the future.  Thus, we have a greater sense of courage to take off Pluto’s helmet of 
invisibility and examine how Pluto in Sagittarius has impacted our life and the world we live in over the 
past 13 years.  In contrast to Pluto’s tendency to hide motives and agendas, the energy of Jupiter 
enhances our capacity to examine life in the open and with a view to the future. Through this reflection, 
we can make an appropriate assessment of this time so that we can embrace this Winter Season in a 
positive way.  Since there is time remaining in this transit, we can anticipate what might happen in the 
world.  On a personal level, we can potentially determine ways we have resisted, or embraced, Pluto’s 
influence and act accordingly. 
 
Pluto In Sagittarius Over Time - Briefly  
 
In Sagittarius, Pluto’s energies are focused on the facets of life related to our 
philosophy of life, our sense of justice, our views on religion and environment.  With 
transits, it is helpful to look back at previous cycles to understand what history can 
tell us.  With the cycles of Pluto, because Pluto moves so slowly, we are not 
looking back on a personal level, but on a societal level to evaluate historical 
events.  When we look back to the early 16th century, with the high point of the 
Renaissance, transiting Pluto was in the sign of Sagittarius from 1502 to 1515.  It 
was in 1514 that Copernicus first shared his view that the Sun, rather than the 
Earth, was the center of our solar system.  This began the philosophical shift from 
earth-centered to sun-centered view of the world and would ultimately demand a 
total metamorphosis in our understanding of our place in nature.  
 

During this time, another transformation was taking place related to religion.  
Religious and secular power was intertwined and, essentially, a theocratic 
structure existed in Renaissance Italy.  Pope Leo X, Giovanni D’Medici, was 
elected to the papacy on March 8, 1513 toward the end of Pluto’s transit 
through Sagittarius.  Pope Leo X was known for amassing both religious and 
secular power as well as wealth.  However, in cloaking his efforts as being “for 
the benefit of the Church”, he falsely promoted salvation to his followers through 
the selling of indulgences.  The goal of this effort was less to provide salvation 
than to raise money for the church.   Pope Leo X provides an excellent example 
of the use of Pluto’s helmet of invisibility as he attempted to hide his true 
motives and compulsively control power and gain wealth.     

 
 
When transiting Pluto moved into Capricorn Pluto’s focus changed from religion 
to social structures.  On October 31, 1517, Martin Luther posted his 95 thesis on 
the cathedral door in Wittenberg, Germany.  This marked the beginning of the 
Protestant Reformation, which would split the structure of the Catholic Church 
and destroy social stability for generations.  While stability would ultimately return 
at the end of the Thirty Years War in 1648, the split between Catholic and 
Protestant has remained a divisive issue to this day.   
 

 

Copernicus, Adler Planetarium, 
Chicago, IL 

Pope Leo X, love the Medici, 
but this guy? 

Martin Luther posting the 95 
thesis. 



�

�����9� #����
��..6 � 
Winter Transit Spotlight….  (Continued) 

 
The next time Pluto transited through Capricorn (1750 - 1777) culminated in the American Revolution, 
ending the efforts by the British monarchy to control the American colonies.  This revolution resulted in 
the destruction (Pluto) of the existing social structure of monarchy (Capricorn).  Rising from the ashes 
of monarchy was the re-birth (Pluto) of the long forgotten Greek concept of democracy and self rule, 
which had been developed around 500 B.C. in the city-state of Athens.   
 
Both of these Pluto in Sagittarius cycles saw a growing abuse by leaders of the existing social systems 
to expand their power and wealth, which resulted in triggering cataclysmic changes in the structures of 
society and traditional notions of social stability during Pluto in Capricorn.   
 
 
Pluto in Sagittarius – Now  
 
Pluto is once again completing its transit through Sagittarius, and once again Pluto’s energies have 
been focused on our philosophy of life and justice, religion and the environment.  This focus can be 
explored both on a personal level and in regard to the world in which we live.  
 
Individually, it is a time for us to ask what our own personal philosophy of life is and how it has evolved 
(or devolved)?  Jupiter provides a small window of opportunity for us to ask important questions with 
greater confidence.  Has our philosophy of life changed and become more effective?  Alternatively, 
have we compulsively resisted change and attempted to manipulate others to our way of thinking?  
Think about your approach to religion, justice, nature and the environment.  The transformation Pluto 
demands from us carries an intention for us to embrace progressive growth and to move forward on 
our individual and collective paths.   
 
During this time, transiting Pluto has been in a different house for each of us.  As a result, Pluto’s 
demands for transformation will relate to different aspects of life for each of us.   To look at an example, 
let’s turn to the U.S. chart.  In the U.S. chart (Sibley), Pluto has been moving through the 7th house 
since 2001, when the terrorist attacks on September 11th revealed Pluto’s demand for the nation to re-
think its approach to relationships with the variety of nations and cultures around the world.   
 
Since that time, the U.S. has significantly altered its approach to other nations in terms of security, 
religion, justice and the rule of law.  Unfortunately, it appears that the change in approach has been 
toward greater compulsion and resistance to change.  Our nation’s relationships have become more 
compulsive through manipulating friends and allies and threatening potential enemies.  “You are either 
with us or against us” has become a metaphor for the nation’s foreign policy.   
 
Regarding the idea of justice, the U.S. has become more secretive about its philosophy and methods, 
from Guantanamo to the techniques of extraordinary rendition (transferring individuals to other nations 
outside of legal means) and water-boarding (generally defined as torture).  In this regard, Pluto’s 
helmet of invisibility has become a constant accessory.  Yet, these “under the radar” techniques have 
been found out by the rest of the world.  It is interesting to note, that the use of water-boarding was a 
technique used during the Spanish Inquisition to promote religious orthodoxy.  As a result, the 
relationship of the U.S. to other nations (7th house) has been transformed from a principled ally and 
beacon of justice into something considerably less flattering.   

 
 

�
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Winter Transit Spotlight….  (Continued) 
 

Since 1995 when Pluto moved into Sagittarius, we see the impact of Pluto in both of religion and our 
philosophy toward our environment.  First, we have been “forced” to accept the truth of the effect of 
pollution on our environment.  In this particular regard, we have the Kyoto Protocol where the nations of 
the world came together to further environmental truth and embody the perspective of environmental 
justice.  The Kyoto Protocol was signed on December 11, 1997.  At the end of the period with transiting 
Pluto in Sagittarius, Australia has just ratified the Kyoto Protocol leaving the US as the only nation that 
has not ratified the agreement during this time.   
 
So, the world has transformed the manner in which the environment is viewed, but our administration 
has resisted this change.  It is interesting also to note that the Governor of California, Arnold 
Schwarzenegger, is an example of a Governor who has moved faster to accept the truth (Sagittarius) 
of this problem, which has been resisted (Pluto) by the Bush administration.  In this regard, the 
“Governator” has also become the “Transformer” when it comes to his understanding of and embracing 
of environmental truths.  We also see the culmination of this time evidenced with Al Gore’s Oscar for 
“An Inconvenient Truth” in 2006 and in 2007 receiving the Nobel Peace Prize for his efforts related to 
the environment.   
 
Also, we have seen a great divergence in religious expression around the world.  We have always had 
a progressive spiritual movement in one form or another present in the world, but I contend that during 
this time we have seen the rise in fundamentalist religion around the world from Christianity in the U.S, 
Hinduism in India to Islam in the Middle East.  It is interesting to note that the “Left Behind” series of 
books, popular with Evangelical Christians for its stories about the “end times” serves as bookends for 
Pluto in Sagittarius.  The first book in the series was published in 1995 at the beginning of Pluto in 
Sagittarius with the final book being published in 2007.   
 
 
Pluto in Capricorn  
 
As Pluto moves into Capricorn, the emphasis of Pluto’s demand for transformation will change and 
move from our philosophy of life to the structures of our life, our society and social structures, our 
government and shared traditions.  So, Pluto in Capricorn is a time when these shared perspectives 
and structures will face a demand for transformation in order to support society’s evolving philosophy 
and vision for the future that has been reborn and transformed or energized during Pluto’s transit 
through Sagittarius. 
 
This brings us back to the Winter Solstice, with Jupiter conjunct the Sun at zero degrees of Capricorn.  
Both individually and collectively, the Sun’s Capricorn Ingress provides an opportunity for us to take off 
our “helmet of invisibility” and look to 2008 as a year of conscious and forward looking change.  The 
U.S. political season has just begun and it appears that the ideas of optimism and hope (Jupiter) are 
making their way into the mindset of Americans.  America has an opportunity to turn a new page and 
choose to build a more positive and hopeful future.  With the Pluto standing at the door of Capricorn, 
that is a very encouraging thought! 
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Charlie Wilson is a name known to many of us today because of the new film “Charlie Wilson’s War” 
starring Tom Hanks and Julie Roberts that is now playing in theatres.  This movie is based on the 2003 
biography of Charlie Wilson’s life entitled, “Charlie Wilson's War: The Extraordinary Story of How the 
Wildest Man in Congress and a Rogue CIA Agent Changed the History of Our Times”, written by 
George Crile.  After viewing The History Channel’s documentary on Charlie Wilson, I was inspired to 
explore his life and birth chart.  Through this exploration, I found that Charlie had both a powerful and 
challenging birth chart.  Often when people have powerful and challenging aspects in their birth chart, 
they struggle to find an appropriate expression of the energy.  Charlie Wilson is an excellent example 
of a person who struggled, but was able to embrace the challenge and channel the energy effectively.  
In this article, I will explore the astrological keys to Charlie’s personality, how he became awakened to 
his destiny and the key locations where his destiny and accomplishments took place. 
 
 
Who was Charlie Wilson?  
 
Prior to the book and the movie, Charlie Wilson was relatively unknown.  While the title character of a 
major film, Charlie Wilson is a real life person, who lives large and accomplished big things.  Briefly, 
Charlie Wilson was a colorful, larger than life figure in American politics.  He was a Democrat United 
States Representative from the big state of Texas and, as we learn in the movie and in the book, 
Charlie Wilson became known for supporting CIA covert operations in Afghanistan to supply the 
Mujahideen in their fight against the Soviets who invaded Afghanistan during the Cold War with big 
ambitions.   
 
 
“Good Time Charlie”  
 
Charlie was born on June 1, 1933 in 
Trinity, Texas.  Unable to find a birth time 
for Charlie, I have used a Noon chart for 
this analysis.  Charlie was well known for 
his love of whiskey, women and “living 
large”, which lead people to refer to him 
as “Good Time Charlie”.   
 
In his birth chart (at right), we can see 
that a powerful square dominates 
Charlie’s chart.  This square includes 
seven of the ten planets and it includes 
the rulers of both his South Node (karmic 
past) and North Nodes (highest 
potential).  Thus, this square contains the 
key and dominate dynamic to Charlie’s 
life.   
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Charlie Wilson….  (Continued) 
 

A square reflects a quality of tension regarding how to take action in life in a manner that is both 
appropriate and effective.  With the planets in this square in the signs of Gemini and Virgo, which are 
both ruled by Mercury, the tension of the square is focused on his ideas, opinions and perceptions of 
the world.   
 
To get a better understanding of this powerful square and how it is connected with the notion of “Good 
Time Charlie,” let’s look at some of its components:  
 

·  With Mars conjunct Jupiter, this suggests an expansion of personal desires, which is reflected in 
Charlie’s need to “live large” and act on his desires in a big way.   

·  With Mars and Jupiter square to Venus, we can see Charlie’s love of expressing his desires in a 
sexual way as demonstrated in life by the Las Vegas hot tub scene and his Senatorial office cadre 
of young women known as “Charlie’s Angels”. 

·  With Neptune conjunct Mars, Jupiter and his South Node, Charlie finds a sense of enjoyment (Mars 
and Jupiter) and security (South Node) through the various types of intoxications, which Charlie 
famously enjoyed. 

·  The enthusiasm to actively promote “big ideas” is represented by Jupiter, Mars, and Neptune 
square Mercury. 

·  The motivation to take “big risk” in his life, even reckless idealistic ones, which required him to act 
independently and “work around” limitations and restrictions, like the rule of law, is represented by 
the Jupiter, Mars, and Neptune square the Sun. 

·  The conjunction of Jupiter, Mars, and Neptune also seem to reflect “Good Time” Charlie’s ability to 
be quite lucky.  He had several scandalous episodes that could have easily ended his career, but 
never resulted in more than a slight bruise to his reputation.   

 
 
What War?  The Soviet-Afghan War  
 
Since there are so many sources of information about Charlie that provide a good background about 
the war, I will provide only a brief background.  The History Channel also has an excellent documentary 
on Charlie.  In fact, it was this documentary that sparked my interest in Charlie, who is still living, and in 
it, he speaks his own words.  The Soviets had big ambitions when they invaded Afghanistan during the 
Cold War.  This decade long war occurred between 1979 and 1989 and is referred to as the Soviet-
Afghan War.  This brutal war resulted in over 1 million Afghans being killed.  I personally had no idea 
how violent this war was and found these facts heart wrenching.  Additionally, 5 million Afghans fled to 
Pakistan and Iran, 2 million Afghans were displaced within Afghanistan and 1.2 million Afghans were 
disabled.  Needless to say, this war devastated Afghanistan also by destroying most of Afghanistan’s 
infrastructure.   
 
Since this was the Cold War, the Soviet-Afghan War was the reason that the United States boycotted 
the 1980 Summer Olympics in Moscow.  In the end, this war had great costs to the Soviet Union, 
whose army lost just under 15,000 soldiers and nearly 75% of their army became ill and or 
permanently disabled as a result of the war.  More on this later, but through the covert support of the 
United States to the Afghans, the Soviet army incurred great losses at the end of the war and this 
devastating defeat was a major contributor to the demise of the Soviet Union and the ultimate fall of 
communism that ended the Cold War.  Just two years after this war ended, the Berlin Wall fell in 1991. 
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Charlie Wilson….  (Continued) 

 
Big Risk Taker – But, why Afghanistan?  
 
Charlie Wilson’s role in the Soviet-Afghan War represented a “big idea” and a “big risk” in his life.  As 
Charlie was awakened to this war and the plight of the Afghan people, this war becomes the central 
battle in Charlie’s life.  Essentially, as the tension of the square in his birth chart is lived out in his life, it 
becomes directly connected to this war.  So, how does a Congressman from Texas become so drawn 
the cause of the Afghan people?  What can explain his deep love for the Afghan land?   
 
In the documentary on The History Channel, Charlie was speaking of the Khyber Pass and said 
“everyone should see this place before they die”.  This land, separating Afghanistan from Pakistan, 
came to hold a special place in his heart and drove his passions for the people in a big way.  He loved 
this land deeply.  What makes a place that special to someone? 
 
In my practice, I use three astrological systems to evaluate locations:  Astrocartography, Local Space 
and Geodetics.  Since we do not have a birth time for Charlie Wilson, we can only turn to the Geodetic 
map pictured at the right.  The Geodetic mapping system represents how individuals relate to cultures 
and physical places on the earth.  As stated earlier, in Charlie’s birth chart, he has seven planets in a 
square and this seven planet square represents the primary tension in his birth chart.  As seen in the 
Geodetic map, three key planets in 
this square cross directly over this 
region of the earth.  When this 
occurs, the location becomes a 
“crossroads” in life, which marks 
this place as the location where 
the important energy of his life will 
be expressed.   
 
His Geodetic Sun Midheaven and 
Geodetic Mars Ascendant pass on 
either side, within 20 miles, of the 
central point of the Khyber Pass.  
In addition, the Geodetic Jupiter 
Ascendant is also just a bit to the 
east (the Moon line can not be 
utilized with accuracy due to the 
lack of a birth time).  
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 Charlie Wilson – Geodetic Map 

Khyber 
Pass

Sun 
Midheaven

Mars 
Ascendant

Jupiter 
Ascendant

Charlie Wilson – Geodetic Map 

Khyber 
Pass

Sun 
Midheaven

Mars 
Ascendant

Jupiter 
Ascendant
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Charlie Wilson….  (Continued) 
 
This has the effect of marking the Khyber Pass as the place where Charlie’s desire to be a big risk 
taker and to take big action are focused.  Now, let’s evaluate each of these Geodetic planetary lines 
more closely.   
 
First, the Geodetic Sun Midheaven indicates this is the place where Charlie can act on his sense of 
purpose and mission in life (Sun) in a way that is illuminated through his status in society 
(Midheaven).  This is about career, but at a greater level, about one’s status in society and in history.  
Specifically, how one stands up to take one’s place in the world in a way that one is able to shine and 
truly express what is in their core.  The Geodetic Sun Midheaven indicates this is exactly the place 
where this can happen for Charlie and the place where Charlie becomes known to the world.   
 
Second, the Geodetic Jupiter Ascendant planetary line suggests this is the place where Charlie is 
instinctually drawn to act on his most ambitious plans and achieve success.  Jupiter reflects a 
location where we have the opportunity to expand ourselves and to achieve success because we are 
so confident and optimistic that we can take effective action.  The Ascendant indicates this is focused 
through Charlie’s personal identity and how he projects his Jupiter optimism to the world.  Embodying 
the quality of the Jupiter Ascendant, Afghanistan expanded Charlie’s understanding of himself and 
his personal identity. 
 
Third, the Geodetic Mars Ascendant planetary line indicates a place where one takes direct action on 
their desires.  In the case of politicians, this indicates the place where they go to war, where they are 
Mars-like and engage in the battles and struggles of life.  The conjunction of Mars and Jupiter, along 
with the square to the Sun, amplifies this energy and focuses it over Afghanistan. 
  
Taken together, these energies mark the Khyber Pass and Afghanistan as a truly important place in 
Charlie’s life, but they also define the specific qualities that would be represented through the process 
of his supporting the Afghan people. 
 
 
The Great Awakening in the Summer of 1980  
 
It is interesting to note that until Charlie Wilson became acutely aware of the Soviet-Afghan War, he 
did not have any strong inclination toward the region or the Afghan people.  While he was not a fan of 
the Soviet Union, this energy was not focused or expressed in his life.  So, why in the summer of 
1980 was Charlie Wilson drawn to Afghanistan.  In The History Channel documentary, Charlie 
commented “the stars might be aligned”.  In fact, during the summer of 1980 the stars were aligned 
when several important Jupiter transits provided a window of opportunity for Charlie that would 
change his life. 
 
Planetary transits act like a compass in our life, connecting us with events that point us toward our 
personal path in life, our own “true north”.  Specifically, when transiting Jupiter makes important 
aspects to the birth chart, “windows of opportunity” that inspire the future are often presented.  For 
Charlie Wilson, the Jupiter transits were occurring while he was watching television from a hot tub in 
Las Vegas where he saw Dan Rather reporting on Afghanistan, the war and the suffering of the 
Afghan people.  Since this moment is strongly highlighted in the movie, the documentary and the 
book consistently, we are left to understand how important this moment, or window of opportunity, 
was to awaken Charlie to his destiny.   
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Charlie Wilson….  (Continued) 

 
These Jupiter transits in the summer of 1980 energized both the seven planet square in his birth chart 
and the energy connecting him to Afghanistan, essentially awakening him to Afghanistan and, 
specifically, his crossroads that would draw him to the Khyber Pass.  Here are the Jupiter transits that 
occurred during the summer of 1980: 
 
 

·  Transiting Jupiter was conjunct natal Neptune, 
Mars and Jupiter, which naturally squared both 
the Sun and Mercury.   

·  Transiting Jupiter’s conjunction to natal Neptune 
energized Charlie’s idealism and capacity for 
compassion for the Afghan people.   

·  Transiting Jupiter’s conjunction to natal Jupiter 
energized a new cycle of expansion and 
opportunity.   

·  Finally, transiting Jupiter’s conjunction to natal 
Mars and square to his natal Sun provides a 
window of opportunity when acting in a 
courageous manner on his personal goals and 
desires favored successful outcomes.    

 
 
 
 
 
Regarding Mars, in his efforts to support the Afghan people, both by directly supporting their military 
effort and working on his own, he was acting in a way that was particularly oriented to Mars.  This was 
not a well-known project he was on and most of this was done under the radar.   From an astrology of 
location perspective, when transiting Jupiter conjuncts natal Mars, the energy of Jupiter is focused 
through the Geodetic Mars Ascendant energy at the Khyber Pass, which literally draws him, through 
the energies of the transit, to this crossroads destination in his life and the people and the land.   
 
Wait – there’s more…  Also, during the summer of 1980, Charlie had two important progressions called 
Solar Arcs.  Progression by Solar Arc moves each planet the same amount of distance as the 
progressed Sun from its natal position.  When a planet progressed by Solar Arc is conjunct, square or 
oppose a natal planet, the tension between the planets bring their combined energies into focus and 
important events in life.  Charlie’s Solar Arc Sun was square natal Uranus and his Solar Arc Uranus 
was conjunct natal Sun.  With both Solar Arcs combining the energies of the Sun and Uranus, we have 
an important connection between the need to embody the courage it takes to embrace one’s purpose 
in life (Sun) and one’s need for independence and independent action (Uranus) that leads to honor and 
success (Sun).   
 
The reason I mention these solar arcs is because, while the transits of Jupiter open windows of 
opportunity, they are rarely in and of themselves tremendous life changing energies.  It is the 
combination of these Jupiter transits energizing the key square in his birth chart and these solar arcs 
together that bring the power of the birth chart to bear.  They are part of this awakening of Charlie 
Wilson to his destiny.    

“I left those hospitals determined 
that as long as I had a breath in my 

body and was a member of 
Congress that I was going to do 

what I could.”

���� ����	

“I know of no people anywhere that 
are more worthy of our support than 

the Afghan Freedom Fighters.”

���� ����	

“I spent the next ten years of my life 
pretty well dedicating every waking 
moment to supporting their cause.”
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Charlie Wilson….  (Continued) 

 
Moving in harmony with the Sun, Moon and Stars  
 
As a result of Charlie’s efforts to significantly increase U.S. support, Afghanistan was able to defeat the 
Soviets in 1989.  This stunning Russian defeat played a major role in wearing down the Soviet Union, 
which toppled Communism and ended the Cold War.  When the “window of opportunity” was 
presented to Charlie Wilson, he embraced the courage to take the risk and play an important role in the 
history of our modern world.  For Charlie Wilson, his crossroads and his destiny met at the Khyber 
Pass and did much to impact world history. 
 
Charlie Wilson’s life is a direct example of how “living in harmony with the Sun, Moon and stars” can 
help an individual to architect greatness in their life.  Further, Charlie is an excellent example of how the 
best aspects of the tension in a birth chart can be embraced in a positive manner.  Prior to discovering 
his connection to Afghanistan, Charlie expressed the tremendous energy in his energy birth chart by 
“living large” through whiskey and women.  Afghanistan provided Charlie a way to channel the energy 
in his birth chart in a positive manner and achieve great things.   
 
What Now….  
 
In the late 80’s, I remember that one year my Holiday 
greeting cards supported the Afghan Refugee Fund.  
Yet, my knowledge of the war and the plight of the 
people were miniscule.  I have known very little over time 
about this complex event in history, but have always had 
a guttural reaction related to the fact that the U.S. 
essentially helped arm a dangerous region.  Clearly, this 
war and our involvement contributed to a major turning 
point in modern history that ended the Cold War.  
However, after Russia left Afghanistan, the vacuum they 
left behind was filled by elements of radical Islam, al-
Qaeda and the Taliban.  As stated in the movie, 50% of 
the population remaining after the war was under the age 
of 14.  The historic events that have taken place since 
2001 reflect what was left unfinished.  Charlie Wilson has 
indicated that a major reason for the current problems in 
Afghanistan is related to the fact that the U.S. did not 
help rebuild or stabilize Afghanistan after the war.  In 
Charlie’s own colorful words, “…we f***ed up the 
endgame”. 
 
Today, Charlie has partnered with non-profit 
organizations to promote his unrealized dreams to 
rebuild Afghanistan and support distressed veterans of 
the war.  As transiting Pluto moves from Sagittarius into 
Capricorn, the emphasis of Pluto’s demand for transformation will move from transforming our 
philosophy of life and sense of justice (Sagittarius) to how we connect that philosophy to the structures 
of society (Capricorn).  Charlie’s efforts to embrace his philosophy and help to rebuild Afghan society 
are a great example of connecting his personal purpose with life’s changing circumstances.  �  

 

Charlie Wilson has partnered with www.takepart.com
to support his goals for both Afghanistan and the U.S. veterans 
who have been wounded  while serving in conflicts overseas.

Roots of Peace is working to help to fulfill Charlie's hope of 
rebuilding Afghanistan. 

Roots of Peace works to unearth dangerous landmines in war-
torn countries and empower the local community by planting 

crops to replenish and rehabilitate the land and make it 
productive once again.

For more information:
www.rootsofpeace.org

In July, a presidential commission revealed that the Department 
of Defense is unfairly penalizing wounded veterans by not 

providing them with their full enlistment bonuses. Some have 
even been asked to return money they’ve already received

Support U.S. veterans returning to home after serving abroad 
at www.iava.org
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